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Introductory

1.1.0 The creation of the Ministry of Human Resource Development in September, 1985 is a landmark in
the organisational history of the Union Government; it marks the institutionalisation of the seminal idea
that the people of the country should be looked upon as the most valuable resource, that development
should go beyond economic growth with its calculus of GNP, savings, investment and growth rate, and
that, instead development should aim at the integrated development of the citizens, beginning with
childhood and going right through life and drawing upon all factors having a bearing on the human
condition, including science and technology, culture, education, arts and crafts, sports, humanities and
human values. The main objective of the Ministry of Human Resource Development is to bring about
coordinated and integrated approach in regard to programmes affecting human resource development.
During the year 1990-91 the Ministry continued its endeavour in furthering this objective.

1.2.0 The Report of the Ministry of Human Resource Development is presented in three parts, each
covering the following Departments:—

Part I. Education
Part II Culture
Part III. Youth Affairs and Sports

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

1.3.1 Universalisation of elementary education, adult literacy, equalisation of educational opportunities,
women’s education and development, vocationalisation of school education, consolidation of higher
education, modernisation of technical education, improvement of quality, content and process of
education at all levels continued to be the themes of national endeavour in the field of education. The
year 1990 has been marked by two epoch making events. This year was declared by the United Nations
as International Literacy Year (ILY), and the World Conference on Education For All by the year 2000
was held at Jomtien, Thailand, in March 1990. These two events provided the much needed impetus and
opportunity to all Governmental and non-Governmental agencies throughout the world to organise a
large number of activities with a view to generating an intensive public awareness of and demand for
education and to ushering in a decade long plan of action for ensuring education for all by 2000 AD. In
India, observance of ILY assumes special significance due to the fact that about 50% of the world's
illiterates live in India. ILY is indeed a watershed in our country’s endeavour to eradicate illiteracy,
which, as Mahatma Gandbhiji said, is India’s sin and shame. The year witnessed a tremendous upsurge in
the demand for literacy mainly due to innovative use of cultural media and unprecedented mobilisation
by several agencies including Bharat Gyan Vigyan Samiti. The success in Ernakulam — which was the
first district to be declared fully literate in Februray 1990 — served as a beacon light, inspiring people of
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many other districts to strive for achieving total literacy. Total literacy compaigns were taken up in the
entire State of Kerala and the Union Territory of Pondicherry, in 100 taluks of Gujarat and in 42
districts in 10 States. On 18th April 1991 the entire State of Kerala was declared fully literate. Kerala
takes pride in being Akshara Keralam. The feasibility of total literacy compaigns has been thus
established. In consultation with State Governments and Non-Governmental organisations it should be
possible to take up much longer programmes of illiteracy eradication and move towards the goal of
Akshara Bharat.

1.3.2 Over the last few years there has been a qualitative change in the perceptions on primary
education and adult education. A holistic view of basic education has replaced sectoral and narrow view
of primary education, non-formal education and adult education. The concept of basic education has
been evolved to explain this holistic view. In this context Basic Education comprises:

(a) Universalisation of Primary Education, viewed as a composite programme of (i) access to
primary education for all children upto 14 years of age; (ii) Universal participation till they
complete the primary stage through formal or non-formal education programme; and (iii)
universal achievement atleast of minimum levels of learning.

(b) Functional literacy, in which self-reliant skills in 3 R’s is emphasised, alongside relevant
education relating to the needs of the individual, the family and the community;

(¢) A special emphasis on women’s education and development, in order that they move towards
equality in education and become the instruments and beneficiaries of the development process;
and

(d) Post-literacy, continuing education and inculcation of basic skills for survival and general well-
being.

1.3.3 This concept received international validation at the World Conference on Education For All held
in Jomtien, in May 1990. The declaration adopted by the Jomtien Conference makes a fervent appeal to
all nations and international agencies to take effective steps for achieving EFA by the year 2000 A.D.
Efforts are afoot to formulate innovative basic education projects in the educationally backward States.
In the year under review the first of such projects, the Bihar Education Project (BEP) was approved by
the Government. BEP would cover all components of basic education and would be expanded in a
phased manner to cover 20 districts over a period of 5 years. The outlay would be Rs. 360 crores of
which UNICEF would contribute Rs. 180 crores, Government of India Rs. 120 crores and Government of
Bihar Rs. 60 crores. The BEP has been conceived as a societal mission for bringing about fundamental
change in the basic education system and through it the overall socio-cultural situation.

1.3.4 Equalisation of educational opportunities continues to be stressed with focus on-

— Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes

— Women

— Those living in backward areas, rural areas in general, urban slums, hilly regions, border and
desert zones and outlying places of projects

— Educationally backward minorities

— The handicapped.

1.3.5 Access to education to those who cannot avail of whole day schooling — from primary to higher
education levels — continues to be provided through non-formal stream, the NFE programes and open
school and open universities system. Education Teachnology in terms of mass media (television and
radio), was increasingly pressed into service to facilitate access to Education.

1.3.6 Content of education was continuously oriented towards fundamental values and concerns-unity
and integrity of the country, creation of cultural consciousness, democracy, secularism and socialism,
equality of sexes, development of scientific temper, preservation of environment and population control.

1.3.7 Effective steps were taken to bring-attention to bear on Learner Attainment and Minimum Levels
of Learning were laid down for the primary stage. A strategy to improve learning achievement in
schools, introduce continuous comprehensive evaluation and relate inputs to the requirements for
improving achievement was designed and put into action.

1.3.8 The strategies and instrumentalities followed for overall educational development continues to be—
— Involvement of States and Union Territories to facilitate consensus based decisions.
— Involvement of voluntary agencies.
— Mass mobilisation.
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— Involvement, development and strengthening of national, State and private resource institutions.
__ International cooperation—bilateral, regional and mulit-lateral.

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE

1.4.0 In the domain of culture the year 1990-91 can be described as a year of cultural resurgence. The
thrust of most of the schemes and programmes in this area has been on dissemination of culture
covering manifestation of a vast range of images of human creativity. The objective has been to
promote projects and to preserve the myriad features of Indian culture in its rich diversity.

1.4.1 The Department of Culture continued its efforts for the preservation, promotion and enrichmen of
the cultural traditions of the country through its infrastructure and its supportive institutions in the
fields of art, archaeology, anthropology, museums and libraries. An important development during the
year was the finalisation of the report of the Review Committee on the working of the three National
‘Akademies and the National School of Drama. The recommendations are being scrutinised by an
Implementation Cell set up for the purpose. The Archaeological Survey of India made some significant
discoveries during the year, including an inscription dating the 2nd Century B.C. in cave No. 4 of
Pitalkhora (Maharashtra), a Brahmanical sculpture in a newly discovered cave at Ellora, rock paintings
of Jhinjhari (Madhya Pradesh) and an early habitation site in Kolar District of Karnataka. The birth
centenary celebrations of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and Jamnalal Bajaj marked other important
activities of the Department during the year. Mention may also be made of a special exhibitior
organised by the Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti depicting “Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson
Mandela’s fight against racialism in South Africa” to mark the visit of Dr. Nelson Mandela to India.

1.4.2 In the international arena, twelve cultural exchange programmes with foreign countries, including
those with Ghana and Rwanda for the first time, were singed/renewed during the year. The highlight
was the signing of the Cultural Agreement between India and Namibia. The scope and spread of the
Festival of India in Germany to be held in September, 1991 was finalised during the year. The Lalit
Kala Akademi organised the “7th Triennale India”, an international exhibition of art, in which 38
countries besides India participated. Mention may also be made of the Indfa International Puppetry
Festival and the India International Dance Festival held jointly by the Sangeet Natak Akademi and the
Indian Council for Cultural Relations, and the SAARC Workshop on Documentation of Musical
Traditions organised by the Sangeet Natak Akademi, in which all SAARC member countries
participated.

DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH AFFAIRS AND SPORTS

1.5.1 In the realm of Youth Affairs the year can be described as a year of consultation with Indian
Youth to harness youth energy for nation building activities, while in Sports our endeavour has been to
achieve the twin goals of Sports for all and excellence in performance. A National Conference of Youth
Leaders was convened in May, 1990 and on its recommendations a National Youth Council was
constituted with Prime Minister as Chairman. A comprehensive new National Policy on Youth has been
drafted and is under consideration of the Government.

1.5.2 National Service Scheme, a Programme for the student youth continued its efforts vigorously in
adopted villages through regular programmes for community development thereby contributing to
nation building activities through community services. National Service Volunteers also participated in
and supported the ettorts of the Government in the National Literacy Mission.

1.5.3 In order to revamp and restructure the Nehru Yuva Kendras Programme, which is for the non-
student rural youth, the Committee of Secretaries recommended evaluation of the Programmes of
Nehru Yuva Kendras through the Evaluation Cell of the Planning Commission and also a Committee to
BointotherecmihnentotthestaﬁotNYszithaviewmspmcingupnndrestrucmrinsm

154 A new scheme for promotion of youth activities among the youth of backward tribes was
launched during the year and an amount of Rs. 785 lakhs was incurred through State Government
agencies and voluntary organisations. Detailed item-wise programmes were circulated so that these
programmes can be brought to the notice of various youth organisations working for the tribals.

1.5.5 The Department of Youth Affairs and Sports continued its effort in the areas of national
integration camps, festivals for university students, adventure programmes and exhibition for youth.
The Department also continued its effort for extending vocational training for youth with a view to
preparing them to take up self-employment so that they will be able to earn a living. Scouts and
Guides movements continued to grow in their activities and programmes to develop the personality of
children and youth. 3,000 National Service Volunteers have been deployed at the grass-root level with
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financial assistance from the Department so that these young graduates and under-graduate youth will
develop their personality and imbibe the spirit of social service and community development.

1.5.6 The Department associated with Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti through the Nehru Yuva
Kendras for organising the Communal Harmony Month during October 1990 in 250 districts of the
country. This created a very positive impact in maintaining harmony in many parts of the country. The
Department also sanctioned funds to voluntary organisations for the conduct of National Integration
Camps in the riot-hit areas in Northern India.

1.5.7 The Department continued its efforts in associating with Commonwealth Youth Programme and
strengthened the activities of United Nations Volunteer programmes and particularly the United Nations
participatory development programmes in the Asia region. This has brought about international
understanding and a feeling of togetherness among the youth of this region.

1.5.8 In the field of Sports, the Department continued its efforts at broad-basing of Sports, particularly
in the rural areas. Promotion of excellence for ensuring creditable performances in international events

USSR and other sources.

1.5.9 Intensive coaching of the National Teams for the XI Asian Games was organised and during these
Games held in September-October, 1990 India won 23 Medals (1 Gold, 8 Silver and 14 Bronze). Earlier
at the Commonwealth Games held in Newzealand in January-February, 1990 India had won 32 medals
(13 Gold, 8 Silver and 11 Bronze), alongwith the Trafalgar Trophy for getting the maximum number of
medals in weightlifting,
Commendable performances have been shown by Indian sports persons in other events too:

— India won the World Billiards Championship in August, 1990;

— Shri Vishwanath Anand became the second Asian to qualify for the Candidate Matches leading to

the World Championship;

— Shri Dibyendu Barua became the second Indian Grandmaster in chess.
India won a Bronze medal in the Flyweight Category in the 6th World Cup Boxing Championship
in November, 1990 (this is the first ever medal won in Boxing World Championship) held in
Bombay.

World standards in Sports are steadily going up and it has been the endeavour of the Department to
ensure that Indian participants also show all-round improvement in all events,
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An Overview 1990-91

1. The aim of the Department of Culture is two-fold: to develop ways and means by which the basic
values and perceptions that help make a complete individual can be instilled in the minds of people,
particularly the young, and to undertake programmes of preservation, encouragement and dissemination
of the various manifestations of creative activity, past and present. Towards this goal, the functions of
the Department of Culture are: to excavate, conserve and protect ancient monuments and historic sites;
to administer libraries, museums and institutions of anthropology and ethnology of national character; to
collect and preserve and ethnology of national character: to cater to institutions and organisations in the
area of Buddhist/Tibetan studies; to promote literary, plastic and performing arts; to administer
scholarships/ fellowships in the field of art and culture; to observe centenaries and anniversaries of
important personalities; to enter into cultural agreements and programmes with foreign countries; and
generally, to undertake activities for the promotion and dissemination of culture. The following
paragraphs indicate some of the major activities in 1990-91 under the aegis of the Department of
Culture.

./ 2.1 Exploration by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) this year brought up many important
discoveries. Some of these are: an extensive habitation site of early historical period in Kolar District of
Karnataka; rock paintings at Jhinjhari in Madhya Pradesh; an inscription of 2nd century BC in Cave No.
4 of Pitalkhora in Maharashtra; Gandharvas and Bodhi Tree in Cave No. 12 and Brahamanical sculpture
in a newly discovered Cave at Ellora; Rockcut Cave at Kalighat, Chalisgaon (Maharashtra); a bronze idol
of Jaina Tirthankar of 17th Century at Mullur (Karnataka); an ash mound dateble to the early historical
period and a group of temples of later Chola period at Kuridumale and Gudipalli in Karnataka and a
semi-eliptical structure with stepped descent and a sacred well in the nothern wall of the shore tample
at Mahabalipuram in Tamil Nadu.

/ 2.2 Many important finds were unearthed through excavations. Dholavira in Gujarat revealed further
details of the Indus Valley Civilisation such as town planning, drainage system, water storage tanks and
houses. The discovery includes stone pillars of massive size consisting of a carved drum base with shafts
tapering upwards and an inscription in Harappan large sized letters inlaid on the floor of a structural
complex. At Kolhua, a votive stupa of the Swastika type and 26 other stupas of different shapes, all
belonging to the Gupta and later periods, were exposed. Further excavation work at Hampi and
Gudnapur revealed remains of a Kadamba palace and a Natya-mandapa. Lalitgiri excavations brought
to light remains of a monastery of post-Gupta times. The pre-historic site of Palamiya Tekdi at
Chandrapur yielded early and middle stone age tools, Excavations at Adam (Distt. Nagpur) confirmed an
extensive post-Mauryan phase and also brought to light portrait coins of the later Satavahana rulers
(1st-2nd Century AD) in a baser metal. Rockeut sculptures were noticed during the course of clearance
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work at Dasabhuja Devasthanam in Assam. Similarly, the clearance work at St. Augustine Church,
Velha-Goa brought to light a number of chapels and painted panels. Sixty stone inscriptions and three
copper plates from Karnataka and Tamil Nadu were also discovered.

2.3 The ASI continued its conservation and preservation work. During the year, 126 monuments/sites
were identified for special attention. A team consisting of 19 members from the Survey was deputed to
Cambodia for further structural repairs and chemical preservation of the famous temple complex at
Angkor-Vat. Reorganisation of the Armed Forces Museum at Luanda in Angola was completed. In the
famous Tawang Monastery, Arunachal Pradesh, extensive repairs were carried out. The outer facade of
the main mausoleum of the Taj Mahal was conserved by replacing the decayed marble railings and by
providing the missing black and yellow inlay pieces. At Elephanta, the restoration of the fallen pillars in
Cave No. 3 was completed. Extensive structural repairs were carried out at the Red Fort Complex, Delhi.
‘The Burial of Sir John Moore’, the biggest oil painting in the collection of Hazarduri Palace Museum,
Murshidabad (West Bengal) was restored and chemically preserved.

2.4 A Unesco- sponsored voyage to 15 countries by a team of specialists and scholars for the Integral
Study of the Silk Route: Roads of Dialogue—Maritime Route Expedition, starting from Venice, touched
two important ports of call in India, i.e. Goa from 5—9 December, 1990 and Madras from 19—24
December, 1990, on its way to its final destination in Osaka (Japan). Members of the Expedition were
welcomed in India by the ASI and international seminars and a special exhibition were also organised,

/3.1 Some of the important art objects acquired by the National Museum during the year are: a bronze
Raja lamp of Tanjore; a bornze portrait of Maharaja Shahjee (18th century AD), Tamil Nadu: a gold
South Indian necklace; a Roman gold coin of Augustus (1st century AD); a miniature painting showing a
royal man with fish (Mughal style done in Rajasthan); a Patachitra on a long cloth painted with 100
scenes on both sides; a Sanskrit manuscript entitled ‘Nala-Damayanti Kavya'; and a copy of the Holy
Quran.

3.2 The Museum organised special exhibitions on ‘Indian Miniature Paintings’, ‘Buddhist Art’' and
‘Shahnama of Firdausi’. Among its publications, mention may be made of ‘Dr. Zakir Husain — A
Pictoral Biography’, an illustrated folder on the lives and works of Dr. Zakir Husain and a brief guide to
the National Museum.

«9.3 The National Museum’s Institute of History of Art, Conservation and Museology has started
functioning and the following courses were introduced this year: M A in History of Art, Conservation
and Museology and Ph.D. in History of Art.

4.1 The Indian Museum, Calcutta organised two exhibitions on the theme ‘Glory of Himalayan Art' in
the State Museum, Lucknow and the State Museum, Kohima, highlighting the colourful art traditions of
the States on the Himalayan foothills. From 2-12 November 1990, an exhibition ‘Manifestation of
Woman in Indian Art’ was held at Gangtok (Sikkim). a 3-day seminar on ‘Museum Movement in India’
was inaugurated on October 22, 1990 at Calcutta, in which, besides Indian experts, two scholars from
Berlin and Kathmandu participated as special invitees. On the occasion, a book on gold coins in the
Indian Museum was brought out.

4.2 The Museum organised a sit-and-draw programme for children living on pavements. A Museum
Corner was commissioned in the Explanade Station of the Metro Railways, highlighting ‘Transport in
India through the Ages’. Ten replicas and models from the collection of the Museum were displayed. A
documentary film on the Museum was produced by Doordarshan during the year under report.

5. The Salar Jung Museum, Hyderabad fabricated a Chinese gallery and reorganised the Japanese
gallery and the Salar Jung Period Room (Gallery No. 2). An exhibition on ‘Berlin Wall Speaks’ was
organised from 4—12 August 1990 in collaboration with the Max Mueller Bhavan. Another exhibition on
‘Manuscripts of Hyderabad' was organised from 13—30 October, 1990 to coincide with the celebrations
of the 400 years of Hyderabad.

6. The Allahabad Museum organised a number of competitions for school and college students. A group
exhibition of the budding artists of Allahabad was organised on 5th September, 1990 to mark Teachers’
Day. The Museum also organised a workshop for clay modelling by the deaf and dumb students of a
local school.

7. Besides carrying out its regular activities, the Victoria Memorial Hall, Calcutta organised the
following important exhibitions during the year: An exhibition on ‘Romain Rolland’ in collaboration
with the Festival of India and the Festival of France in India; an exhibition on ‘Architecture of Calcutta’
at the Salt Lake Stadium; an exhibition ‘Naari’ on 300 years of women in Calcutta organised jointly



with the Ladies Study Group; and an exhibition on ‘Colonial Architecture in Colonial Calcutta’ at the
University of Calcutta.

8. The National Gallery of Modern Art, New Delhi started the Art Appreciation Course (a 32-lecture
course) from September 1990 in which 50 students were admitted. Under the Indo-Polish Cultural
Exchange Programme, an exhibition of 100 paintings of Duda Gracz was held during November, 1890.
Under the Indo-Swiss Cultural Exchange Programme, two exhibitions, one of Hans Earni and another of
six Swiss artists were arranged. Another exhibition from the Netherlands entitled ‘Ambassador’s Choice’
consisting of 171 works of contemporary Indian Art from the collection of H.E. Madam E.M. Schoo, the
former Ambassador of the Netherlands to India, was also held.

9. The National Council of Science Museums, Calcutta completed the Regional Science Centre,
Guwahati, and decided to elevate the Srikrishna Science Centre, Patna and the Raman Science Centre,
Nagpur to the status of Regional Science Centres. The Council has undertaken to set up a Hall of
Science, Technology & Energy at Delhi. The first phase of construction of building for this Hall and the
development of exhibits for this Unit have already been taken up. A new gallery on ‘Ocean’ was set up in
the District Science Centre, Tirunelveli during the year. The first batch of forty sets of portable
planetarium was distributed to different agencies for conducting live demonstration lectures. The School
Science Centre activity of the Council set up in collaboration with various State Governments in schools
located in the interior areas of the country has won a lot of popularity. It is proposed to set up 1000 such
Centres during the VIIIth Plan Period.

10. During the year under report, the Anthropological Survey of India, Calcutta concentrated its
resources towards the completion of the ‘People of India’, project. On the basis of the information
collected, reports on about 4500 communities have been prepared and ten volumes on anthropometric
survey, bio-anthropological survey and data relating to scheduled castes & scheduled tribes have been
released.

11. During the year, the design of the main building of the Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya, Bhopal was
finalised and action towards its construction initiated. The most remarkable acquisition this year was a
110 feet long Snake Boat from Kerala. The Sangrahalaya has finalised a format for a national inventory
of ethnographic objects in a workshop. Two important seminars on ‘Anthropological Museums’ and
‘Problems of Documentation, Preservation and Popularisation of Rock-Art’ were also organised during
the year.

12. The work regarding the construction of the Annexe building (Stack/Tour block) of the National
Archives of India, New Delhi was completed. The important acquisitions during the year were, 814
microfilm rolls of Panda Records containing Pilgrimage Registers and 14 files of Murlidhar collection
containing correspondence and resolutions passed at the 2nd Provincial Conference held at Ambala in
November 1896. A publication ‘Asar-e-Azad’ based on 217 writings and notes in Urdu of Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad was brought out during the year. The National Archieves of India has started celebrating its
centenary in February 1991.

13. The Asiatic Society, Calcutta organised a seminar on ‘Recent Development in the Status of Bengali
Language and Script’ between 6th and 8th December, 1990 as a centenary tribute to Suniti Kumar
Chatterjee. The Society received 548 rare books as a gift from the collection of the late Dr. Pratul
Chandra Gupta.

14. In the field of Buddhist studies, the Central Institute of Higher Tibetan Studies, Sarnath made an
important acquisition: a set of photo offset reprint copy of the Golden Manuscript of the Tibetan Canon
S Tan G Yur, which is a copy made from the Golden Manuscript taken from the Golden Stupa of Je
Tsong Khapa at the Gaden Monastery in Tibet. The Central Institute of Buddhist Studies, Leh (J&K)
organised a National level seminar at Dharamshala in October 1990. The Department of Culture gave
financial assistance to 172 Buddhist/Tibetan organisations during the year.

15. The collection of the National Library, Calcutta stood around 23 lakhs during the year. Apart from
its regular activities, the ‘Library organised a seminar on ‘Planning, Modernisation and Preservation
Programme for South Asian Libraries’ and an exhibition on ‘300 Years of Calcutta’ from 10—14
December, 1990 at the Library premises. It also participated in the book exhibition and kept a bookstall
during the 36th All India Library Conference held at Jodhpur from 26—29 December, 1990. ‘National
Library and Public Library Development: 150th Anniversary of the Calcutta Public Library’ was an
important publication of the Library during the year.

16. The Central Secretariat Library, New Delhi initiated work on creating a data base on Mahabharata.
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5000 slokas were put on computer during the year. The data collection for the annotated Hindi
Bibliography project was completed and the work on compiling the Bibliography was in progress. A
bibliographical data base (‘Catalog’) for books added to the Library with imprint date 1989-onwards and
a data base for serials received were also created during the year.

17. The Raja Rammohan Roy Library Foundation, Calcutta continued its activities for the promotion of
public library' services in the country. An important step in this direction was the starting of its
academic journal ‘Granthana: the Indian Journal of Library Studies’ during the year. The Foupdation set
up an Integrated Research Cell-cum-Computer Unit with a view to promoting research in librarianship
and creating a data base of public libraries in the country. A mini computer was installed for the
purpose during the year.

18. The Rampur Raza Library, Rampur (UP) finalised and notified the Rampur Raza Library (Service)
Regulations during the year.

19. The Sangeet Natak Akademi, New Delhi, in association with the Indian Council for Cultural
Relations, hosted the India International Puppetry Festival in September, 1990, in which 28 countries
including India participated. Another major event in which the Akademi worked in collaboration with
the Indian Council for Cultural Relations was the 3-week long India International Dance Festival held in
December, 1990, in which 22 countries including India participated. The Tth Lok Utsav featuring
performers from all over India was held from 6—10 November, 1990 at Delhi. The Akademi also
organised a SAARC workshop on Documentation of Musical Traditions in October-November 1990, in
which all the SAARC member countries participated. The 1990 Fellowships of the Akademi were
awarded to Shri Ram Gopal and Shri Utpal Dutt.

20. The Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi organised a week-long Festival of Letters from 17—24 February
1991 to coincide with its Annual Awards Presentation Ceremony. With effect from the year 1989-90, the
Akademi has instituted prizes for translation in 22 languages.

21. The most important activity of the Lalit Kala Akademi, New Delhi was the holding of the ‘Tth
Triennale India’, an international exhibition of art, from 12th February to 14th March, 1991 in New
Delhi. Besides India, 38 countries participated in the exhibition and 8 awards and a gold plaque were
presented by an international jury. The Akademi also organised the IV Kala Mela from 15—28 February,
1991. The 34th National Exhibition of Art was held in Lucknow from 19th November to 3rd December,
1990. The Akademi also organised an exhibition of photographs by Vincent Van Gogh alongwith some
works of senior artistes from the Akademi’s collection, on 30th July, 1990.

22. During the year, the National School of Drama, New Delhi set up a ‘Theatre in Education Company’
under which a group of 10—12 professionals prepare plays for children and perform them in schools.
Seven alumni artistes formed part of the Company who presented three plays during the year under the

entitled ‘Tagore & Gandhi—their Concern for Amity’ was held in August 1990 as a tribute to the unique
relationship between these two outstanding personalities.

25. Three important centenaries were celebrated during the year: the birth centenary celebration of
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad which concluded in September, 1990; the centenary celebrations of Jamnalal
Bajaj wl_:.ich concluded on 5th January, 1991: and the centenary celebrations of Ganesh Shankar



were finalised. India would be the first country to bring such a large cultural festival fo unified
Germany.

28. The High-Powered Review Committee under the Chairmanship of Shri P.N. Haksar to review the
working of the three National Akademies and the National School of Drama submitted its report to the
Government in July, 1990. In order to implement the various recommendations made by the Review
Committee, an Implementation Cell has been set up in the Department of Culture.

29. The Chapters that follow give a more detailed description of the activities of the Department of
Culture during 1990-91.



CHAPTER 1|

Organisation

1.4 The Department has two attached offices, namely, the Archaeological Survey of India and the
National Archives of India. It has 6 Subordinate Offices and 22 Autonomous Organisations which are
fully or substantially financed by the Government of India. The Subordinate Offices and Autonomous
Organistions are as under;

SUBORDINATE OFFICES

- Anthropologocal Survey of India, Calcutta,

. National Museum, New Delhi.

. National Gallery of Modern Art, New Delhi.

- National Library, Calcutta.

Central Reference Library, Calcutta.

. National Research Laboratory for Conservation of Cultural Property, Lucknow.

AUTONOMOUS ORGANISATIONS

- Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya, Bhopal.

- National Council of Science Museums, Calcutta.

Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, New Delhi.

. Sangeet Natak Akademi, New Delhj.

Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi.

Lalit Kala Akademi, New Delhi.

National School of Drama, New Delhi,

Centre for Cultural Resources and Training, New Delhi.
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9. Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti, New Delhi.

10. Allahabad Museum, Allahabad.

11. Delhi Public Library, Delhi.

12. Raja Rammohun Roy Library Foundation, Calcutta.
13. Central Institute of Higher Tibetan Studies, Varanasi.
14. Central Institute of Buddhist Studies, Leh (Ladakh).
15. Victoria Memorial Hall, Calcutta.

16. Indian Museum, Calcutta.

17. Asiatic Society, Calcutta.

18. Salar Jung Museum, Hyderabad.

19. Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public Library, Patna.

20. Rampur Raza Library, Rampur.

21. Jallianwala Bagh National Memorial Trust, Amritsar
92. T.M.S.S.M. Library, Thanjavur (Tamil Nadu).

1.5 The Department of Culture is also looking after the Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts which
was being looked after formerly by the Department of Arts.

1.6 The Department of Culture plays a vital role in the promotion and dissemination of art and culture.
It directly operates serveral schemes for the promotion of specific performing, literary and visual arts. It
provides assistance for development of voluntary activities in these fields through grants and training
programmes etc. It also endeavours to promote and develop traditional crafts and skills, especially folk
art and crafts.

1.7 The Department also looks after the preservation, conservation and exploration in the field of man-
made heritage, namely, archaeology, anthropology, museums etc. It also promotes activities related to
these fields including Buddhist, tribal and rural traditions, crafts and societies through specialised
agencies like the Archaeological Survey of India, Anthropoligical Survey of India, Rashtriya Manav
Sangrahalaya etc. It administers a number of museums and galleries of national importance.

1.8 The Department is concerned with the formulation of archival policy of the Government of India,
development and protection of archives both at the Centre and in the States, a responsibility which it is
implementing through the National Archives of India. It is also concerned with the development of
public libraries and administers the National Library at Calcutta and a number of other libraries of
national importance.

1.9 A number of scholarships, fellowships and grants are given by the Department of Culture to promote
excellence in the various fields of arts and culture. Anniversaries and centenaries of important
personalities are organised, memorials commemorating certain imporiant persons or a particular period
of history are maintained.

1.10 The Department coordinates all matters relating to the international cultural relations. It acts as
the nodal agency for executing cultural exchange programmes with different countries, organises
incoming and outgoing exhibitions, holds exhibitions both in India and abroad and undertakes
programmes envisaged in the activities of the Unesco in the field of art and culture.

1.11 The total budget provisions for 1990-91 and 1991-92 in respect of the Department of Culture are as
under:
(Rupees in lakhs)

Particulars BE 1990-91 RE 1990-91 BE 1991-92

Demand No. 49
Art and Culture 13522.00 12654.00 12621.00



CHAPTER 2

Archaeology

Archaeological Survey of India, New Delhi

2.1 The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) founded in 1861 with the primary objective of locating,
preserving and studying the archaeological remains in the country has been carrying out its functions
effectively with the headquarters of the Survey at New Delhi. The Archaeological Survey of India
developed into a vast organisation with sixteen circules, two mini-circles, thirteen specialised branches
and some other units located in different parts of the country.

2.2 The principal functions of the Survey include preservation and conservation of centrally protected
monuments, archaeological sites and remains: maintenance of archaeological gardens around
monuments, archaeological sites and reamains: chemical preservation of monuments and antiquities;
exploration and excavation of ancient sites; discovery and decipherment of inscriptions; establishment
and maintenance of site museums; promotion of specialised studies in various branches of archaeology
through the Institute of Archaeology; architectural survey of secular and religious buildings; undertaking
excavation and exploration and conservation of monuments and sites and studies on different aspects of
archaeology both in India and abroad; publication of guide books on monuments, archaeological sites
and remains, excavation reports, monographs on architectural studies, coloured and black-and-white
picutre postcards; ete.

2.3 The Survey's functions also include the implementation of Antiquities and Art Treasures Act 1972, to
regulate export trade in antiquities and art treasures and to prevent smuggling and fraudulent dealings
in antiquities.

EXPLORATION

2.4 In the course of carrying out the village-to-village survey and exploration in parts of Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Jammu & Kashmir, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh
and West Bengal, a number of sites with archaeological remains yielding antiquities ranging from
prehistoric to medieval periods, were discovered. Amongst the important discoveries, mention may be
made about the ornaments of late medieval period at Kharakhari near Nazafgarh, New Delhi; extensive
habitation site of early historical period at Tavarekhere in District Kolar, Karnataka; ten shell midden
sites located mostly close to the mangroves and fresh water springs in South Andamans; rock paintings
at Jhinjhari, Madhya Pradesh; protohistoric and historical remains at Nandari, Arambha, Warkeswar
and Shrikhanda; prehistoric sites at Sironcha Somnur and Asarali and early historical settlement at

Nagram, all in Maharashtra and other historical remains and antiquities in some parts of Ladakh region
of Jammu & Kashmir.
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2.5 An inscription of 2nd century B.C. in Cave No. 4 of Pitalkhora, a painted inscription in the complex
of Kailash temple, flying Gandharvas and Bodhi tree in Cave No. 12, and a Brahamanical sculpture in
the newly discovered cave at Ellora and a rockcut cave at Kalighat, Chalisgaon, all in Maharashtra are
of special notice.

2.6 During the clearance operation of Mahastupa at Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh, a small crystal
reliquary kept in a bowl with precious stone beads was found. Several sculptures and inscriptions were
discovered at village Asuni in District Dharwar and a bronze idol of Jaina Tirthankar of 17th century at
Mullur, district Coorg. An ash mound datable to the early historical period and a group of temples of
later Chola period have been located at Kuridumale and Gudipalli in District Kolar, Karanatak. A
Pallava inscription was discovered in the village Kumarpady in the Madurntakam taluk on the river
Palar; three inscribed Hero stone slabs were discovered at Melasam Kuppam belonging to the Pallava
period; a semi-elliptical strucutre with stepped descent and a sacred well were brought to light at a
lower level near the northern prakara wall of the shore temple at Mahabalipuram and three lines of
inscription in Tamil language belonging to Kulottunga - I dated to 1117 A.D. was discovered in the
village Kilavam, District Chingleput, all in Tamil Nadu.

EXCAVATION

27 Excavations were undertaken at Dholavira, District Kutch., Gujarat; Sanghol, District Ludhiana,
Punjab; Kolhua (Vaisha) District Muzaffarpur, Bihar; Gudnapur, District Uttar Kanada and Hampi,
District Bellary in Karnataka; Lalitgiri and Barahati Fort, District Cuttack, Orissa; Adam, District
Nagpur, Maharashtra and Thanesar, District Kurukhshetra, Haryana, Dholavira, besides pre and post-
Harappan deposits exposed here revealed further details of Indus Civilisation such as town planning and
drainage system besides water storage tanks and houses. Among the important finds mention be made of
cut stone pillars as architectural members of massive size consisting of carved drum base with shafts
tapering upward and an inscription in Harappan large sized nine letters inlaid on the floor of a
structural complex. Structural details of the palace complex of Kushana period at Sanghol located
earlier and that of a religious edifice were exposed and important antiquities like beads and bangles of
shell, bone and ivory including varieties of pottery were brought to light. At Kolhua a votive stupa of
swastika type and twenty six other stupas of different shapes, all belonging to Gupta and later periods
were exposed. Further work continued in Hazara Ramchandra temple complex at Hampi and Gudnapur
revealed remains of a Kadamba palace and a natyamandapa. Lalitgiri excavations brought to light
remains of amonastery of post-Gupta times. Excavations at Barabati fort brought to light remains of a
medieval dressed stone bastion and sherds of Chinese procelain. At Thanesar, Painted Grey Ware was
located and structural remains from Kushan and later periods were exposed. The prehistroic site of
Palamiya Tekdi at Chandrapur yielded Early and Middle Stone Age tools. Megalithic remains were
encountered at Salongathel, District Bishnupur, Manipur and Menhirs and cairns at Karkabhat, District
Durg, Madhya Pradesh. Excavations at Adam, District Nagpur confirmed at extensive post-Mauryan
phase and also brought to light portrait coins of the Later Satavahana rulers (1st-2nd century A.D.) in
baser metal. Rock-cut sculptures were noticed during the course of clearnace work at Dasabhuja
Devasthanam, District Goalpara, Assam. Similarly, the clearance work at St. Augustine Chruch, Velha
Goa brought to light a number of chapels and painted panels.

TEMPLE SURVEY

2.8 Fifteen Chola temples were taken up for detailed study and documentation in the Districts of
Madhya, Bangalore, Tumkur and Kolar in Karanataka. A survery of Paramara temples was also
undertaken.

2.9 The Building Survey Project has taken up the study of secular buildings in Gujarat and Rajasthan.
The documentation work on the old buildings, palaces, havelis etc. in District Sawai Modhopur,
Rajasthan is in progress.

EPIGRAPHY

2.10 Sixty stone inscriptions and three copper plates from Karanataka and Tamil Nadu were discovered.
Forty one billingual sanads (persian and Modi) in possession of Thiruvadutura Adhinam, Thiruvadutura,
(Thanajavur), Tamil Nadu and two from Sholapur were also studies. Study of twenty three stone
inscriptions and two copper plates from Jaipur and Calcutta were also taken up. Nearly 700 inscriptions
of Persian and Arabic languages and Kufic script found in Kerala constitute the earliest of its kind so
far.



CONSERVATION, PRESERVATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL DEVELOPMENT OF MONUMENTS

specialised Brnaches of the Survey.

2.12 Besides, the maintenance and normal upkeep of the centrally protected monuments/sites, ASI has
identified 126 monuments/sites for special attention during the year 1990-91. Conservation programmes
include both structural repairs to the monuments and excavated remains of national importance, as also
chemical preservation of monuments. some of the important conservation work carried out during the
year are mentioned below:—

2.14 In the Agra Fort, the work of replacement of the broken and missing veneer and stone slabs of the
fortification wall from Amar Singh Gate to Delhi Gate, besides Plastering, pointing and underpinning,
were attended to. In Diwan-I-Am, the missing chajja Stones, dasa stones and bracket stones were fixed.
In Diwan-i-Khas, the decayed special lime plaster was replaced as per original. In the Haveli of Rattan
Singh, underpinning work in lakhauri bricks was done. The replastering of the compound wall of

prakara wall and the cloister mandapa. In the Kesava temple, Belur, the work of mending the stucco
work on the eastern Mahadwara is in progress. In the fort at Chitradurga, collapsible gates have been
provided in the temples of Kasivishweshwar, Hanuman and Garebagilu. The drainage near Maddu



Pattishi Paoli, Chanderi and Chausath Yogini temples at Khajuraho. In Gwalior, the Tomb of Mohd.
Ghaus and Jain Collossi were also attended to . In addition, conservation works were taken up on Jama
Masjid and Javeli Mahal in Mandu Fort and Kakanmath Temple, Suhania.

2.18 In the Sun temple, Konark, the work on the restoration of the platform continued. In addition, the
joints and crevices of the roof slab were also exposed, after raking out the dead mortar and were
repointed in combination mortar to match with the original structure. The roof of the Jagmohana was
also watertighteped. In the Bakreswar temple, Bhubaneshwar, the old weathered and out-of-plumb
stones were removed and reset in expoxy resin replacing the weathered stone with new ones. The work
on the conservation of Papanasini tank and excavated site at Udaigiri in Bhubaneswar are also in
progress. Additional land has been acquired around the Parasurameswar and Mukteswar temples,
Bhubaneswar for better preservation and improvement of the surroundings. In Jagannath Temple, Puri,
the work of removal of the decayed plaster from the exposed face of the Vimana continued and the
damaged stones were removed and replaced with new ones. The exposed face was chemically treated and
preserved. Similar work was also taken up on the Vimala temple in this complex. In addition, the work
of the reconstruction of the dismantled Kanti Deoul temple at Ratanpur in District Bilaspur and
conservation work of Varahi temple, Chavrasi, Savari temple, Kharod, Mahadev temple at Tuman and
Narainpur and Danteswari temples, Dantewada, Baster in Madhya Pradesh have also been taken up.

2.19 In the monuments at Murshidabad, brick-on-edge flooring has been provided while material has
been procured for conservation works of monuments at Bishnupur and Mayer Ghat, Belur near Calcutta.

2.20 The work of the conservation of the Buddhist monasteries at Lahaul and Spiti located at a height of
over 3000 metre above sea level is kept in progress. Similarly, the conservation work of the Sheikh
Chillies Tomb at Thanesar, was kept in progress. Pathways were laid and the front wall of Harsh Ka Tila
at Thanesar was conserved. In the Mughal Sarai at Gharonda, the damaged and missing protions of the
mouldings and arches were restored with lakhauri bricks and tiles as per original

2.21 Structural repairs have been carried out in the first storey of Qutb Minar by replacement of
decayed / damaged veneer stones and corroded iron dowels with new carved stones which were chiselled
in matching pattern reproducing the original floral and geometrical design and fixed in position using
. copper dowels. In the Humayun’s tomb complex, conservation works like stabilising and restorating of
the stone masonry, underpinning, watertightening and replacement of the pulverised terrace and floor
concrete have been taken up in Arab-Ki-Sarai, Afsarwala tomb and mosque and Isa Khan's tomb. Mild
steel railing has also been provided on the southern side of Arab-Ki-Sarai. Extensive structural repairs
were carried out in the Red Fort Complex, which include replacement of the decayed red-sandstone
veneer stones after stabilising the core. The stone flooring in Sawan pavilion was relaid after fixing red-
sandstone, chajja stones on the side of Diwan-i-Am and easter part of Naubat Khana. In addition,
conservation works have been carried out in Mumtaj Mahal, Moti Masjid, Hamam and Delhi Gate. The
old buried structures in Sultan Gharhi's tomb area have been exposed and conserved. In the Purana
Qjila restoration of the collapsed portion of the south west side bastion has been taken up.

2.22 The compound wall of Shivdol at Sibasagar and the mounuments of Joysagar were conserved. In
the Tawang Monastery, the open joints in the outer wall of the Gompha have been grouted and pointed
to check the percolation of rain water. In the Kitchen, the out-of-plumb damaged walls have been reset
and suitably replastered, besides consolidating decayed flooring with cement concrete. The outer walls of
the library were conserved properly and concrete has been laid in the verandah. The four gates have
been consolidated after strengthening of the walls.

2.23 Reerection of the western prakara wall of the transplanted Kudali Sangameswara temple at
Alampur was completed. The compound of the transplanted Papanasi group of temple has been fenced
for proper protection. In Charminar at Hyderabad, ithe dead and loose plaster has been replaced with
fresh matching plaster; besides, in the 1st and 2nd floors designed aluminium grill-frames were fixed to
the arched openings of Charminar to check bird and bat nuisance. The conservation of the dilapidated
antarala and the brick sikhara of Koteswaralayam temple and Devi shrine, both at Palampet, is in
progress. The structural repairs at the Buddhist Mahastupa at Amaravati has been taken up. In the
Madarasa of Mohd. Gawan at Bidar, the work of the removal of the dead and loose lime plaster and
replacing the same with the fresh plaster in combination mortar is in progress. In addition, the
undulating flooring within the above monument is being removed and fresh lime concrete relaid. The
periphery of this monument is being fenced.

2.24 The major works executed in Jaipur circle include conservation and restoration of the moat wall
around the Bharatpur fort, the restoration of the breaches in the fort wall opposite Gopalgarh and the
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conservation of Jawahar Burj. In Jaisalmer the work of dismantling and resetting the bulged out-of-
plumb masonry of the lower fortification wall is in progress. In Chittaurgarh fort, conservation works on
Ratan Singh and Padmini palaces are in progress.

2.25 The out-of-plumb temple of Piravathaneswara at kanchipuram was completely dismantled and
reconstructed as per original after laying proper foundation. The work of strengthening the exising
beams / capitals of the Kalyana Mandapa of Sri Jalkanteswara Temple at Vellore has been undertaken
which included positioning of a five meter long granite beam after joining the broken parts with the
insertion of RS-joist along its length in a concealed manner. Conservation works at the Kalyana Mahal,
Gingee are in progress.

2.26 Restoration of the dislodged portions of the Monastery Nos. 1 to 6 of Nalanda including
underpinning and watertightening were carried out. Scientific clearance was carried out at Chowkkandi,
Sarnath. The ancient site of Kumrahar was fenced and some portions of the fortification wall of Jaunpur
fort were restored as per original.

2.27 Repairs of the gells in Rana Suchet Singh fort at Ramnagar complex have been carried out and the
modern enclosure wall between Sheesh Mahal was removed in the Suchet Singh’s Palace, Ramnagar. The
bulged platform of miniature temple was reset at Kala Dera Temple-II, Babore, District Udhampur. In
Dera temple, the missing wall portions at the southern side were restored. Watertightening of roofs and
relaying the floors of the rooms of palace at Leh(Ladakh) have been taken up. Besides this, the damaged
stone wall and projected ornamental windows have been repaired. The wooden flooring of the Gumpha
at Alcht (Ladakh) and its roof were attended. Restoration and watertightening of the first and second
circular terraces of stupa at Tesseru at Leh (Ladakh) are in progress.

2.28 The dressing of the stones for laying at the Saiyed Masjid, Ahmedabad is in progress. Similarly,
ashlar stones are also being dressed for Sun temple, Modhera and Kavda masjid, Pavagadh to match
with the original pattern.

CHEMICAL PRESERVATION

2.29 Chemical preservation of centrally protected monuments, remains and sites is carried out by the
Science Branch of the Archaeological Survey of India, with its headquarters at Dehra Dun and Regional
and Zonal Offices at Bhubaneswar, Hyderabad, Ajanta, Indore, Agra, Madras, Patna, Chandigarh,
Aurangabad, Mysore, Vadodara and Delhi. The Science Branch has undertaken an extensive programme
of field work for chemical treatment and preservation of ancient monuments all over the country.

2.30 Chemical preservation works have been taken up at Amriteswara temple, Amritpura, Chikmagalur,
Madhukeswara temple, Banavasi, Dist. Uttara Kanara in Karnataka; Shore temple, Mahabalipuram,
Dist. Chingleput in Tamil Nadu; Lakhana Devi Temple, Bharaur, Hari Rai Temple, Chamba in Himachal
Pradesh; main building of Bara Imam Bara, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh: Roshanara Bag Baradari, New
Delhi and Vaman temple, Khajuraho in Madhya Pradesh. Besides these, chemical preservation of
painting and painted panels on canvas in the Archaeological Museum, Goa was carried out. Sculptures
inside Bodhgaya museum and Tryambakeswar temple, Nasik and deplastered surface of vimana above 16
meters from the ground level of Lord Jagannath Temple, Puri, were consolidated after treating with
chemicals. Maintenance of the stripped and mounted paintings from Cave No. 4 at Bagh was attended to.
Recording of h_umidity and temperature is being continued in Ajanta Caves.

2.31 In addition to the above, chemical preservation works were also attended to at the Tipu Sultan
Palace, Bangalore, paintings of Daria Daulat Bagh, Srirangapatnam, Panchkutaa Basadi, Kambadaholi;
Thousands Pillared temple, Hanamakonda, Warrangal; Bhogmandapa, Natamandir and Jagmohan of
Lord Lingraj temple, Bhubaneswar, Ardhanariswara temple, Mandi, paintings in Twang gumpha and
Tabo, removal cf dust and moist from the sculptures and paintings at Ajanta Caves, the two Elephants at
Delhi gate, Red Fort, Delhi and fumigation and insecticidal treatment of Cave Nos. 2, 3, 4 and repairing
of sculptures of Cave No. 4 at Bagh. “The burial of Sir John Moore”, the biggest oil painting in the
collection of Hazarduari palace museum, Murshidabad, was restored and chemically preserved.

ENVIRONMENTAL DEVELOPMENT

2.32 Environmental and horticultrual operations in the ASI are supervised by the Chief Horticulturist
stationed at Agra with Zonal Offices at Delhi, Agra, Bhubaneswar and Mysore.

2.33 Apart from the maintenance and further development of the existing archaeological gardens in and
around the centrally protected monuments, Qutb complex and Vijay Mandal in New Delhi were taken up
for further development of the gardens and augmentation of water supply. The gardens around

12



Avantipur temple Complex, Avantipur and stupa, Parihaspur, Devi Bhagwati temple, Babore, Jammu &
Kashmir; Deeg palace, Deeg, Bharatpur, Annasagar baradari, Ajmer, Bharatpur fort and Chittaurgarh
fort in Rajasthan; Sun temple, Modhera and monuments at Pavgadh in Gujarat; Jaunpur fort, British
Residency of Lucknow, Akbar’s tomb at Sikandara, Ram Bagh and tomb of Itimad-ud-Daula and Taj
Mahal in Uttar Pradesh; Ramappa temple, Palampet and Golconda fort, Hyderabad in Andhra Pradesh;
Bibi-ka-Magbara, Aurangabad and Daulatabad fort in Maharashtra; Assam Mahal, Bijapur and
monuments at Aihole and Hampi in Karnataka; fort, Vellore in Tamil Nadu; and temples at Vishnupur,
Malda in West Bengal were also attended.

MARINE ARCHAEOLOGY

2.34 The Archaeological Survey of India provided financial assistance to the Institute of Oceonography,
Goa for undertaking training programme in underwater archaeology.

SITE MUSEUMS

2.35 The Museum Branch of the Archaeological Survey of India looks after 31 site museums distributed
all over the country with its headquarters at Calcutta. This Branch functions through four regional
offices located at Delhi, Calcutta, Madras and Velha, Goa. The work of organising new galleries at
Hazarduari Palace Museum, Murshidabad, West Bengal; Archaeological Site museum housed in Raja
Mahal at Chandragiri in Andhra Pradesh; the site museum at Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh, is in hand.
While the construction of Museum building at Ratnagiri in Orissa is completed, the work of setting up
the galleries is being taken up. The gallery plans within the Ropar Museum in Punjab in progress.
Reorganisation work in the galleries of the Archaeological site Museums at Kondapur, Amaravati,
Nagarjunakonda in Andhra Pradesh; Bodhgaya, Nalanda and Vaishali in Bihar and three Site Museums
in Delhi is in progress. New pedestals for display of objects were erected in the Site Museums at Sanchi,
Madhya Pradesh; Mattancherry Palace, Cochin, Kerala and Fort St. George, Madras.

WORLD HERITAGE DAY & WEEK

2.36 The World Heritage Day (18th April, 1990) and Week (19th—25th November, 1990) were celebrated
by the Archaeological Survey of India at 14 centrally protected monuments inscribed in the World
Heritage List. These are Ajanta and Ellora caves, churches and convents of Goa, Elephanta Caves, Agra
fort, Taj Mahal, monuments of Fatehpur Sikri, Sun temple, Konark, monuments at Hampi and
Pattadakal, monuments at Mahabalipuram and Brihadiswara temple, Thanjavur (Tamil Nadu),
monuments of Khajuraho and monuments at Sanchi. In addition to the above, the Red Fort and Qutb
were selected as special venues for the celebration of World Heritage Day. Specially designed badges
depicting these monuments with labels (both in Hindi and in English) were presented to the public as a
souvenir on the occasion. Circles also observed the functions at the following monuments: Sibsagar
(Guwahati), Alampur (Hyderabad), Malda (West Bengal), Imambara (Lucknow), Kiramchi (Srinagar),
Chamba (Chandigarh), Patan (Baroda), Vaishali (Patna), Nagada (Jaipur), Humayun's Tomb (Delhi). Free
entry was permitted throughout the country at all the centrally protected monuments on 18th April and
19th to 25th November, 1990. Photo exhibitions on ‘Monumental Heritage of India’ were held during the
week. Special programmes on monuments and Cultural Heritage of India were broadcast through the All
India Radio and Doordarshan Kendras. Illustrated coloured brochures were brought out on Kondapur
museum, Fort St. George museum, Madras (English and Tamil); Hoysala Heritage (Somnathpur, Halibid
and Belur); transplanted temples at Alampur, Hazarduari Palace, Murshidabad, Tipu Sultan Museum,
Srirangapatnam and Archaeological Museum, Cochin.

EXHIBITION

2.37 A Photo Exhibition was organised jointly by the Archaeological Survey of India and Maxmueller
Bhavan, on the Art of the Himalayas. The ASI has also jointly organised with the British Council a
Photo Exhibition on the occasion of the Wheeler Centenary Celebrations.

UNESCO PROJECT

2.38 The Unesco sponsored voyage to 15 countries by a team of specialists and scholars for the Integral
Study of Silk Roads: Roads of Dialogue—Maritime Route Expedition starting from Venice City touched
two important Ports of Call in India on its final way to its destination in Osaka (Japan) as a part of its
study. The ports were Goa from 5—9th December, 1950 and Madras from 19—24th December, 1990. The
members of the Expedition were welcomed in India and as a part of the study, International Seminars
were organised by the Archaeological Survey of India on Maritime Encounter between East and West
during 15—19th century A.D. at Goa and (i) dndia and the Roman World between 1st—4th Century A.D.;
(ii) India’s Cultural Relationship with East and South-East Asia during 4th—13th Cent. A.D. at Madras.
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Apart from the Seminars, a Special Exhibition on the theme Cultural and Commercial 1inks East and
West (Sea Routes) was also organised by the Archaeological Survey of India at Madras. The members of
the team were taken around the monuments and historical places of Goa and Madras.

INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY

2.39 In order to cater to the growing needs of training and research in various disciplines of
archaeology, a two-year Post graduate Diploma in Archaeology has already been ifftroduced. A short-
term training programme in structural conservation and chemical preservation was organised at
Chittaurgarh in Rajasthan which was attended by students of 1989—91 batch of the Institute,
Conservation Assistants of the Archaeological Survey of India and nominees of the State Governments,
The Post-graduate Diploma students imparted training which included lectures besides practical field
training in anthropology, art and architecture, prehistoric, protohistoric and early historic archaeology,
excavation techniques, pottery and potters’ craft surveying, drawing and photography, museology,
antiquarian laws, conservation and chemical preservation of monuments and epigraphy and
numismatics.

A programme of training comprising a short-term course on Epigraphy and Numismatics was also
started.

PUBLICATIONS

2.40 Indian Archaeology 1985-86 — A Review. Temples of Pratihara period of Central India; Temples of
Khajuraho (in 2 volumes) and Cooper Plate Hoard of the Gupta period from Bagh (M.P.) were published.
Thirty varieties of coloured picture post cards on Delhi, Agra, Sasaram and Champaner monuments have
been brought out. The Reports on Excavations at Surkotada 1971-72 and Exploration in Kutch.
Architectural Survey of the Temples of Ganges of Karnataka Paramara Inscriptions (Volumes I and III),
Epigraphia Indica, Volume XLII, Annual Reports on Indian Epigraphy for the year 1974-75, 1979—89
and 1985-86 and a guidebook on Delhi and Its Neighbourhood in Hindi are in various stages of printing.

CENTRAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL LIBRARY

2.41 The Central Archaeological Library of the Archaeological Survey of India has more than 90,050
books and journals in its collection, of which a large number are old and rare and relate to various
aspects of archaeology and art. During the year under review, the collection of the Central Library has
been augmented by the addition of 625 books and periodicals.

ANTIQUITIES AND ART TREASURES ACT

2.42 Considerable progress has been made in connection with the implementation of the Antiquities and
Art Treasures Act, 1972. Reports received from different parts of the country indicate that 3,964
antiquities were registered during this year upto October, 1990. Thirty two meetings of the Expert
Advisory Committees for export of Non-Antiquities were held in important centres in which 6,156
objects were presented by different parties for examination; out of these, 37 objects were identified as
antiquities and the remaining objects declared as non-antiquities for which non-antiquities certificates
were issued. In all, eight appeal meetings were held for examination of objects detained as antiquities by
the Customs, Central Bureau of Investigation, Police authorities as well as those for which appeals were
made by the firm/private owners. 137 objects were examined under section 24 of the Antiquities and Art
Treasures Act, 1972, of which 35 objects were declared as antiquities. Nine temporary export permits for
11,478 antiquities/art objects selected for special exhibitions outside the country were issued.

EXPEDITION ABROAD

2.43 In continuation of last year’s project work, a team consisting of 19 members from Archaéological
Survey of India was deputed to Cambodia for further structural repairs and chemical preservation of the
famous temple complex at Angkor Vat. Reorganisation of the Armed Forces Museum at Luanda in
Angola undertaken by a team of Archaeological Survey of India was completed.

CULTURAL EXCHANGE PROGRAMME
2.44 Under Cultural Exchange Programmes, one delegate each from Syria and Belgium visited during

the period and two delegates from the Archaeological Survey of India were deputed for one month to
France for training in Computer Science and Marine Archaeology.
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CONFERENCE LECTURES AND SEMINARS

2.45 The Director General, Archeological Survey of India participated in the 9th Session of the
Executive Committee held in Paris for safeguarding of Mohenjodaro, Pakistan and also the Round Table
Conference of Experts for preservation of Angkor Vat in Cambodia.

2.46 The Additional Director General of Archaeological Survey of India participated in a Seminar on
Cultural Heritage of South and South-East Asia in Nepal besides the Bi-Centenary Celebrations and an
International Conference at Colombo.

247 Two senior officers of the Archaeological Survey of India were deputed to U.K. under the
fellowship scheme of Charles Wallace (India) Trust. At the invitation of the Netherlands Government, a
Superintending Epigraphist of the Archaeological Survey of India delivered lectures in the Kern Institute
of Indology, Leiden.

SALVAGE ARCHAEOLOGY

2.48 Of the four major projects of dam construction under the Narmada Valley project undertaken by
the Government of Madhya Pradesh, the Archaeological Survey of India was involved in the intensive
exploration for salvaging cultural property in the submersible area of the Narmada Sagar project in
District Khandawa.

2.49 The prehistory Branch, Nagpur, explored 72 villages in Pauni and Bhandara districts of
Maharashtra revealing microliths and historical remains. Twenty eight villages falling under
submergence area under Hippargi Hydro-project in Krishna Valley in district Belgaum, Karnataka, were
also explored.

2.50 The area that falls under Subarnarekha Dulmi project, Singhbhum, Bihar, has been also surveyed
thoroughly during the course of which severa: ancient remains have been noticed and shifting of the
same to safer places is in progress.
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CHAPTER 3

Museums

I. Museums of Indian Art and Archaeology

National Museum, New Delhi

3.1 The main activities of the National Museum in the field of acquisitions, exhibitions,
conservation, education and publications are as follows:

ACQUISITIONS

3.2 1048 art objects were acquired through the Art Acquisition Committee. Some of the
outstanding art objects acquired are: a bronze Raja lamp of Tanjore; a bronze portrait of
Maharaja Shahjee, 18th century A.D. Tamil Nadu; a bronze image of Uma Sahita: a wooden
swing with deity, Bastar; a ceremonial Ewer, 20th century, Ladakhi Tribe, Laddakh; two hand
armour damascened in gold; an ivory box; an Aad Neckware—collar with hanging elements; a
gold South Indian Necklace; a copy of the Holy Quran; Sanskrit manuscript entitled Nala-
Damayanti Kavya; a Roman gold coin of Augustus, Ist century A.D.; a defaced gold coin of
‘Shridarananarati’ of the Rata family of Samantata, 7th century A.D.; a miniature painting
showing a royal man with fish (Mughal style done in Rajasthan); a Patachitra on a long cloth
painted with 100 scenes on both sides.

CULTURAL EXCHANGE PROGRAMMES

3.3 The Government of India has Cultural Exchange Programmes with various countries and the
National Museum is actively involved with 97 countries with regard to the (i) exchange of
museum personnel, (ii) exchange of art exhibitions, (iii) exchange of art publications and (iv)
exchange of reproductions of works of art. The Museum will undertake the following programmes:

1. An exhibition of Indian Miniature Paintings from the National Museum collection will be sent
to Cuba in connection with the celebration of India-week in Cuba.

2. An exhibition of ‘National Art Treasures from 3rd century B.C. to 18th century A.D.’ from the
National Museum collection will be sent to Maldives. In return, the Maldivian side will send
an exhibition entitled ‘National Art Treasures of Maldiver' to India.
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3. The National Museum is also negotiating with various countries like Japan. Bangladesh. France.
Bulgaria and USSR to have exhibitions on reciprocal basis.

4. Apart from the exhibitions, the National Musem has also entertained requests from countries like
Seychells, PDRY and Egypt for imparting training in museology and restoration of oil paintings to
the museologists.

INDO-US SUB-COMMISSION ON EDUCATION AND CULTURE

3.4 The fifteenth meeting of the Joint Committee on Cultural Heritage and Endeavour of the Indo-US
Sub-Commission on Education and Culture was held at Washington D.C. U.S.A,, from January 22nd to
23rd, 1990.

3.5 The sixteenth meeting of the Joint Committee on Cultural Heritage and Endeavour of the Indo-U.S.
Sub-Commission on Education and Culture will be held in India on 28-29 November, 1990.

3.6 EXHIBITIONS

1. A special exhibition on ‘Indian Miniature Paintings’ was organised.

2. A special exhibition on ‘Buddhist Art' was organised.

3. A special exhibition ‘Shahnama of Firdausi’ was organised.

4. The Prehistory and the Sunga galleries were reorganised.

5. The Gems and Jewellery gallery is being set up.

3.7 EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

1. The 22nd Short-term In-service Training Course in Museology is being conducted.
2. A special training programme in Museology was organised for University students.
3

Calendar of events was published every month and sent to educational institutions, museums and
other interested persons.

77686 visitors including V.I.P.'s visited the Museum.

Eight guided tours were conducted daily for the general public and school children.
Four film shows were projected daily.

Four gallery talks were arranged every month.

A seminar on ‘Documentation of Tribal and Folk Art’ is being organised.

9. A Summer Course on Indian and European Art was organised for school students .in the month of
June and July, 1990.

NATIONAL MUSEUM INSTITUTE OF ART, CONSERVATION AND MUSEOLOGY

3.8 The National Museum Institute of Histroy of Art, Conservation and Museology has started
functioning. The following courses were introuduced this year:

1. M.A. in History of Art.

2. M.A. in Conservation

3. ML.A. in Museology

4. Ph.D. in History of Art

3.9 Besides these degree courses, two courses each on ‘Art Appreciation’ and ‘Indian Art and Culture’
were held.

3.10 The slide library was enriched with 3464 new slides.

CONSRERVATION

3.11 Conservation Work

1. Conservation treatment was given to about 250 objects from different departments and work on 188
objects is in progress.

2. About 500 objects were given insecticidal fumigation in the reserve collection itself.

3.12 TECHNICAL STUDY

1. Three projects on the study of (i) Damascus Sword, (i) Mughal shawls and (ili) Efficacy of
consolidants for sedimentry rocks, are in progress.

S =1 jeb JCh s
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2. Analysis of plaster ground of Kotah wall paintings has been completed.
3. Scanning Election Microscope and X-ray Diffractometer were operated.

4. Standard samples of dyes were prepared.
DOCUMENTATION

3.13 For the purpose of examining the works of art to record their condition, before, during and after
their treatment and also for the purpose of teaching programmes, the following documents were

prepared: i
i) Photo Documentation
a) Photographs 1000
b) Prints 1200
c) Slides 1200
d) Contact prints 250
e) X-ray 1

ii) Treatment charts, treatment records and index cards for each and every object received in the
Laboratory for treatment were prepared, Slipes were prepared to depict different aspects of conservation
of works of art. These are being identified and classified.

3.14 Training and Teaching Programme
1. A Three-month in-service training course was conductec on the conservation of museum material.

2. Lectures were conducted for the Art Conservation Co‘:irse. Students were also guided in their
practical work. :

3. Four Seminars were conducted for the students of IV and final semesters of Art Conservation Course.
The subjects, were—Conservation of (i) Metals, (ii) Oil Paintings, (iii) Archival material and (iv)
Miniature Paintings.

4. The Indo-U.S. Workshop on ‘Training in Conservation’ was organised.

5. The Indo-German Workshops on the conservation of stone objects and on the conservation of oil

aintings were organised.

3.15 Helping other allied institutions in Conservation Work

The staff of the Conservation laboratory visited the Indira Gandhi Memorial Trust for conservation work
there. One of the staff members visited the Parliament House to arrange a test for the recruitment of a
Painter.

3.16 Other Miscellaneous work
1. Temperature and RH were monitored in the galleries and the reserve colloction.

2. Three teams each visited Trivandrum, Maharashtra and Gujarat to survey the works of art of non-
Indian Origin and to fix priority of their treatment.

14 Shahnama manuscripts were bound in the Deptt. of, Manuscripts.

Preparation of the technical bulletin is in progress.

6 Central Asian Wall Paintings and 36 manuscripts were examined.

A team of two persons have left for Kabul to prepare ia report for a UNESCO PROJECT.
7. Work on the preparation of fibreglass panels for Kotah wall paintings is in progress.
3.17 MODELLING

1. 2985 plaster casts of masterpieces of sculptures were prepared. Out of these, 2722 were finished and
2923 were coloured. Besides, fifteen rubber moulds and 7 master copies were prepared.

2. 161 casts of masterpieces of sculptures were prepared in fibreglass. Out of that 154 were finished and
150 were coloured. Three rubber moulds were also prepared.

3.18 PUBLICATIONS
1. A brief guide to the National Museum was printed.
2. Colour picture post cards of twenty art objetts were printed (1000 copies each).

o o op ow
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3. 5000 copies of ‘Dr. Zakir Husain—A Pictorial Biography’ were printed.

4. 5000 copies of the illustrated folder on the life and works of Dr. Zakir Husain were printed.
5. A bidriware catalogue has been printed.

Ilustrated folder Miniatures from Rajasthan are being printed.
3.19 LIBRARY
1. The Library was enriched with 211 books on art, archaeology, culture and history.

2. 308 books were accessioned and 200 books were classified and catalogued.
3. 13400 visitors visited the Library.

SCHEME OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO VARIOUS MUSEUMS

3.26 Under the scheme of ‘Financial Assistance for the Reorganisation and Development of other
Museums’, grants amounting to 26,33,500/- were approved.

Indian Museum, Calcutta

3.21 The largest and the oldest Museum in the country, the Indian Museum, Calcutta was founded in the
year 1814. At present it comprises six sections, namely, Art, Archaeology, Anthropology, Geology,
Zoology and Botany, with a good number of galleries in each section. Many a rare and unique specimen,
both Indian and trans-Indian, relating to humanities and natural sciences are preserved and displayed in
the galleries of these sections. The administrative control of the three cultural sections rests with the
Board of Trustees under its Directorate; and that of the three . Science sections is with the Geological
Survery of India, the Zoological Survey of India and the Botadical Survey of India.

3.22 The Museum Directorate has eitht co-ordinating Service Units, viz., Presentation, Preservation,
Publication, Education, Photography, Modelling, Medical and Library.

3.23 The adminstration of the Indian Museum i5 run in accordance with the Indian Museum Act of 1910
(as amended upto 1960) and by the Indian Museum Rules and Bye-laws with subsequent amendments
made under the Act.

3.24 The year under report witnessed accelerated extra-mural activities like Inter-State Exhibitions,
Museum Festivals, Museum Corners, travelling and outdoor expositions of various collections, besides a
number of academic functions to disseminate education to the masses wviz., national seminars,
symposium, training programme etc. Extension of public facilities and planning of a new building also
marked the year.

INTER STATE EXHIBITIONS

3.25 The Museum organised two exhibitions on the fascinating theme of the ‘Glory of Himalayan Art’ in
the State Museum, Lucknow and also in the State Museum, Kohima, highlighting the colourful art
traditions of the States on the Himalayan foothills. Sculptures, paintings, textiles, seals and terracottas,
ornaments, tribal artifacts and masks, hailing from Kashmir in the extreme north of our country to the
easternmost State of Nagaland as well as from the three adjoining countries Nepal, China (Tibet) and
Bhutan, were incorporated in the exhibition. With more than one hundred twentyfive exhibits on show, a
time scale of two thousand years of continuity of Indian art heritage was reflected. Booklets on the aims
and purposes of the exhibition and catalogues highlighting the exhibits as well as colourful posters were
printed for distributions. In both the places, people and the media appreciated the exhibitions. In
Nagaland the display was supplemented by similar objects from the collection of the host Museum.

3.26 A reciprocal exhibition from the State Museum, Lucknow under the title Terracottas of Uttar
Pradesh was hosted in the Indian Museum with one hundred seventy-five art objects viz. figures of
divinities, apic scenes, inscribed bricks and decorated utensils, which provided a glimpse into the human
creations from Indian earth spanning over a history of one thousand years beginning from the 6th
century B.C. Two sets of brochures on the related theme were also published for the benefit of the
visitors.

3.27 One hundred seventy-five sculptures in stone, terracotta, metal, ivory and wood; paintings; textiles;
ornaments and tribal and folk implements delineating faminine forms from the Indus Valley Civilization
days to the present date constituted the exhibits of an Inter-State Exhibition held at the premises of the
White Memorial Hall, Gangtok on 2—12 November 1990. Shri N.R. Tahiliani, Governor of Sikkim,
inaugurated the exhibition ‘Manifestation of Women in Indian Art’ which was sponsord by the
Department of Art and Culture, Government of Sikkim.
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3.28 All these Inter-State Exhibitions were organised by the Indian Museum under the sponsorship of
the Department of Culture, Govt. of India.

INDIAN MUSEUM FESTIVAL AT DARJEELING

3.29 As a part of its outreach programme, the first Museum festival was organised at Darjeeling with a
view to entertaining and fostering visual education to the people living on the hills. The five-day festival
on 2—6 June, 1990 held at the Durbar Hal of the Raj Bhavan and Gorkha Rangmanch Bhavan,
Darjeeling, included exhibition on recent collections of the Museum, cultural functions of dance and
music, illustrated talks and screening of educational films. Prof. S. Nurul Hasan, Governor, Sri Kanti
Biswas, Minister in charge, Primary Secondary Education, Govt. of West Bengal and Sri Subash Ghising,
Chariman, Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council attended the inaugural ceremony. Besides the exhibits
recently acquird by the Museum, a panoramic view of the past and present of the Indian Museum
covered through snapshots and illustrations as well as a special corner of a few treasures of the
Darjeeling hills in the Indian Museum were put on display.

ATIONAL SEMINAR ON ‘MUSEUM MOVEMENT IN INDIA’

3.30 A three day seminar on ‘Meseum Movement in India’ was inaugurated on October 22, 1990 by Sri
Chiman Bhai Mehta, then Union Minister of State, Human Resources Development, spreading over seven
sessions. Twenty fve papers were presented by museum directors, academicians, museologists from
Hyderabad, Madras, Baroda, New Delhi, Lucknow, Ahmedabad, Shillong, Santiniketan and Calcutta.
Two scholars from Berlin and Kathmandu attended the seminar as special invitees.Various problems of
the Indian Museum, e.g. security, care of objects, introduction of advance techniques, museology courses,
research facilities and tributes to the museum stalwarts of the country were discussed at length.
Recommendations of the Seminars were forwarded to the Department of Culture, Govt. of India and
circulated through the Newsletter published by the Indian Museum. A book on Gold Coins in the Indian
Museum and a revised edition of a booklet on Museum’s chronological history were published on the
occasion.

175TH ANNIVERSARY PROGRAMME

3.31 The concluding function of the yearlong calebration of the 175the anniversary at the Indian
Museum was marked by the opening of an exhibition, release of monographs and other cultural
functions. Prof. S. Nurul Hasan, Governor of West Bengal presided.

300 YEARS OF CALCUTTA

3.32 In a grand function presided over by the then Prime Minister, Sri V.P. Singh, on February 2, 1990
at Yuva Bharati Kridangan, Bidhan Nagar, organised by the Govt. of West Bengal, the Indian Museum
put up a pavilion to display the origin, growth and development of the institution through one hundred
seventy five years of its fruitful existence,. Museum publications, diorama, models and photographs were
exhibited as part of the Festival.

SYMPOSIUM AND WORKSHOP IN SIKKIM

3.33 A two-day symposium on “Woman in Indian Art” and a workshop on ‘Care of antiquities’ were
inaugurated at the Community Centre at Gangtok by Shri Sonam Chhyod Lepcha, Minister for Culture,
Govt. of Sikkim (2-3 November, 1990). Seven speakers from Calcutta and Gangtok participated in the
deliberations.

CALCUTTA LECTURES AND EXHIBITION:

3.34 The Museum organised on the occassion of the tar-centenary celebration of the city of Calcutta its
Annual Lecture on ‘Trees and shrubs of Calcutta’ by Dr. R.K. Chakravarti, Joint Director, Botanical
Survey of India. An Exhibition ‘Museum Collection, 1990’ was inaugurated by Shri Pransanta Chatterji,
Mayor, Calcutta Municipal Corporation. About one hundred seventy recently acquired specimens of
antiquities, decorative arts, folk and tribal artefacts were displayed.

TRAINING COURSE

3.35 The fourth and the fifth in-servise training courses were arranged during the period under report,
one in February, 1990 and another in January, 1991. The first two months’ course was inaugurated by
Dr. Mulk Raj Anand and the next by Dr. Pratap Chandra Chunder (in absentia). In the 1990 course, six
trainees from U.P., Orissa and West Bengal and in the 1991 course, nine participants from Arunachal
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Assam and West Bengal undertook the training successfully. Museum
Directors, Museology Professors of the Universities and Museum personnel all over the country
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comprised faculty members. The trainees were taken to the field situations and historical sites.
Certificates were awarded at the valedictory functions.

3.36 The sixth three months’ short course on museum studies commenced in May, 1990 which was
inaugurated by Prof. K.N. Chatterji, Vice-Chancellor, University of North Bengal. One hundred thirty
five participants from different walks of life joined the course which dealt with study of Indian
paintings, sculptures, coins, temple architecture and care of antiquities. On September 1, 1990,
certificates were awarded by Shri Bhaskar Ghose, Secretary of Culture, Govt. of India, to the successful
participants. Dr. Bhaskarnanda Roy Chowdhuri, Vice-Chancellor, Calcutta University, presided.

3.37 The Indian Museum has arranged a number of gallery classes to cerrelate school and college
curriculum with museum education. Beneficiaries of these classes were teacher trainees of the Assembly
of God Church Teachers’ Training Junior Colloge, Post-graduate students of the History Departments of
Jadavpur University and Sambalpur University and participants of the orientation programme
conducted by the NCERT.

3.38 A three-day colloquium on Gandhara Art was organised to discuss chronology, style, elements of
iconography and inter-actions with other art traditions (1-3 February, 1991). Scholars from England,
France and academicians and museologists from all over India participated. The colloquium also
deliberated on the preparation of a compendium and computerisation of Gandhara objects. Prof. Karl. J.
Khandalavala, Chairman, Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay, presided.

3.39 An exhibition of ninety Gandhara sculptures from the reserve collection of the Museum was also
organised.

3.40 A Museum Corner in the Esplanade station of the Metro Railway highlighting ‘Transport in India
through the ages’ was commissioned by George Fernandez, Union Railway Minsiter. Ten replicas and
models of transport from the collection of the Museum were displayed.

3.41 To facilitate communication system for the visitors, a public telephone booth was installed at the
entrance lobby of the Indian Museum on September 14, 1990.

3.42 The Indian Museum organised a sit-and-draw programme for the children living on pavements and
red light areas. In one function, Dr. Mulk Raj Anand, participated. About three hundred children joining
this competition were awarded prizes.

3.43 The Museum has embarked upon a project of videographing its collections, exhibitions and other
educational activities. A documentary film on the Museum was produced by the Doordarshan Kendra
during the year under report.

3.44 A good number of mass communication programmes—dance demonstration, musical recitals, film
festivals etc. were also organised.

3.45 Hindi Divas as observed and meetings of the Official Language Implementation Committee were
held during the period with debate, drama competitions and workshops on various aspects of Hindi
Language and literature.

3.46 Preparation for exhibition on ‘Classical art of India’ in Germany was going on in full swing.
Selection, photographic documentation, coverage of insurance and other formalities were taken in hand.

3.47 The Museum'’s popular feature—Exhibits of the month was organised regularly during the year.
Animal masks of Gadaba tribes of Orissa, ivory carvings from Shovabazar Raj family, semi-fossilised
skull of wild buffalo and the wood-carvings of Naga tribes were shown as exhibits of the month.

3.48 The annual presetigious lecture series in memory of Dr. Nathanial Wallich, the founder-curator of
the Museum, was delivered by Prof. S.Z. Qasim, Vice-Chancellor, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi on
March, 1991 on “Resources of the Indian Ocean” and “The Future of Oceans and Antarctica”.

3.49 One hundred and seventy four lectures were arranged under mass education programme and five
hundred fifty film shows were screened for students and museum personnel during the year. Occassional
film-festivals were also organised particularly for the students.

3.50 During the year under report, thousands of coins, paintings, sculptures, textiles and wood carvings
were conserved by the Preservation unit to arrest decay and detoriation due to bio-chemical problems.
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3.51 Various types of publications were brought out during the year. Noteworthy of these are the
following:

. Money of the people, by Dr. Roma Neogi. =

. Jhewari Bronze Buddhas, by Dr. Ashoka Bhattacherjee.

. Indian Gold: Introduction to the Gold Coin cabinet of the Indian Museum, by Prof. B.N. Mukherjee.
. Paintings by Jamini Roy, by Smt. Sipra Chakraborty.

. Indian Museum Newsletters.

. Indian Museum Bulletin.

Mask of West Bengal, by Dr. S.R. Sarkar.

. Multi-colour Pictures Post Card (Mughal Miniature Painting).

Salar Jung Museum, Hyderabad

REORGANISATION OF GALLERIES
3.52 The fabrication of the Chinese gallery has been completed and the installation work is in progress.

0D U W

3.53 The Japanese gallery has been reorganised on modern scientific lines. The gallery was inaugurated
by Shri Bhaskar Ghose, Secretary, Deptt. of Culture, Ministry of Human Resource Development,
Government of India on 26the August, 1990.

%.54 The Salar Jung Perid Room (Gallery No.'2) was reorganised. The gallery was inaugurated by Prof.
T. Navaneeth Rao, Vice-Chancellor, Osmania University, on 10th May, 1990.

AIR-CONDITIONING OF GALLERIES
3.55 The work of air-conditioning of six galleries entrusted to the Central Public Works Department is
in progress.

3.56 The work of air-conditioning of four stores has been entrusted to the Central Public Work:
Department.

DOCUMENTATION

3.57 In November, 1989 two teams were formed for physical verification of art objects in the stores anc
on display and in addition Keeper (MSS) has been entrusted with the verification of art objects acquires
by the Salar Jung Museum Board through purchase/exhange or gift from 1961. till the end of October
1990, 27,587 art objects have been verified by the three teams.

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

3.58 The first exhibition for the year 1990-91 was organised on “The Berlin Wall Speaks" 11
collaboration with the Max Mueller Bhavan which remained open to the public from 4th to 12th August.
1990.

3.59 The second exhibition on “Manuscripts of Hyderabad” to coincide with the celebrations of “400
years of Hyderabad” was organised from 13th to 30th October, 1990. The exhibition was inaugurated by
Shri Gopal Rao Ekbote, Retired Chief Justice of Andhra Pradesh High Court on 13.10.1990. '

GALLERY TALKS

3.60 From February, 1990 to October, 1990, nine Gallery Talks on European glass, carpets, bronze and
painted textiles, European porcelain, Founder's Far Eastern porcelain, manuscripts and calligraphy,
European glass and Ivory Gallery were delivered by the Officers of the Education Wing of the Museum.

SEMINAR

3.61 A three-day seminar on ‘“Manuscripts of Hyderabad” was organised from “13th to 15th October,
1960. This was organised as a part of the celebrations of 400 years of Hyderabad. This National Seminar
was inaugurated by Shri Gopal Rao Ekbote, Retired Chief Justice, High Court of Andhra Pradesh on
13.10.1990. In all 42 scholars from different parts of India attended the seminar.

3.62 PUBLICATIONS

(1) Two sets of six picture post cards each has been got printed.

(i1) The Printing of the revised edition of “Guide to Salar Jung Museum” has been completed.
(iii) The printing of the catalogue of Persian Manuscripts Vol. X, is in progress.
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SCHOOL VISITS

3.63 Under the planned school visits, students of 17 schools visited the Museum upto the end of March,
1990. From April to October, 1990 students of seven schools visited the Museum.

MOBILE EXHIBITION

3.64 A new mobile exhibition on the theme “European and Middle Eastern collection of Salar Jung
Museum” has been organised during the year 1990-91. The exhibition was sent to 8 schools till October,
1990 and a good number of students visited the exhibition.

FILM SHOWS !

3.65 During the period, educational films on art and culture were screened every month on different
dates for the benefit of the visitors.

SALAR JUNG III BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

3.66 The 104th birthday of Nawab Mir Yousuf Ali Khan Bahadur Salar Jung III was inaugurated by
Prof. T. Navaneeth Rao, Vice-Chancellor, Osmania University, on 10.5.1990 and was presided over by
Padmashri Abid Ali Khan, Editor, Siasat Daily. The Museum was kept open for half a day on 11.5.1990
exclusively for the 'visit of the disabled. 153 disabled visited the Museum and they were allowed free
admission. Due to the great disaster caused by the cyclone in Andhra Pradesh, Other programmes in
connection with the birthday celebrations were cancelled.

MANUSCRIPTS

3.67 During the period Nouvermber, 1989 to October, 1990 the officers of Manuscripts section have
physically verified 5,595 manuscripts (Urdu, Persian and Arabic), catalogued 500 Arabic and Persian
Manuscripts, fumigated 530 manuscripts, prepared 1177 classification slips and microfilmed 9302 folios
of Manuscripts.

LIBRARY

3.68 During the period November, 1989 to October, 1990 the Library staff physically verified 10,934
printed books, prepared 4,900 catalogue cards and classified 1608 books subject-wise.
CONSERVATION OF ART OBJECT

3.69 During the period from November, 1989 to October, 1990, 1,587 art objects and miniature paintings
were chemically treated by the Conservation Laboratory staff. Besides, the Picture Restorer restored 15
oil paintings.

PRACTICAL DEMONSTRATION COURSE

3.70 A practical demonstration course on Tanjore painting was organised in the month of May, 1990 for
a period of one month. 25 students received training under this course.

Allahabad Museum, Allahabad

371 The Allahabad Museum was established in the year 1931 under the Allahabad Municipal Board. It
was subsequently taken over on 29th April, 1986 by the Department of Culture, Ministry of Human
Resource Development as an automomous body being managed by the Allahabad Museum Society
(Registered), Allahabad, fully funded by the Government of India apart from an annual token grant of
Rs. 5.36 lakhs from the Uttar Pradesh Government.

3.72 A review of the important activities in the Museum from Ist April, 1990 to 31st January, 1991 is
given below:

3.73 PHASED PROGRAMME OF ACCESSIONING OF ART OBJECTS

(i) Location Register of Miniature Paintings has been prepared. Modern paintings and manuscripts
have been sorted out and entered in the respective registers. A total number of 400 miniature
paintings has been entered in the GENERAL Accession Register (GAR).

(ii) Objects of the Bronze Collection were verified. 115 objects were identified and entered in the GAR.

(iii) All objects of Sumitranandan Pant Collection and the collections of other literary luminaries were
verified and entered in the GAR.

(iv) Two thousand (2,000) beads made of various materials were verified and over 1,000 of them were
entered in the GAR.
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3.74 RE-ORGANISATION OF RESERVE COLLECTIONS

(i) Antiquities of miscellaneous minor archaeological section were verified and the Reserve Collection
was re-arranged completely. Over 300 stone sculptures were arranged systematically and kept in
wooden show-cases fitted with glass panels for the benefit of scholars.

(ii) The re-organisation of terracotta reserve collection was completed during the period under review.
The terracottas also have been kept in wooden show-cases, almirahs and caffinets for proper viewing
of the scholars.

(iii) Re-organisation of Modern Paintings, Literary Collections is in progress. The brittle pages are being
kept in non-acidic paper covers till they are laminated.

(iv) Re-organisation is being done in respect of Decorative Art (Reserve Collection) also.

EDITING AND PUBLISHING

3.75 The papers read in the Seminar on ‘Sunga Ari’ were edited and the monograph is being brought out
in the current financial year.

PHOTO-DOCUMENTATION OF ART OBJECTS

3.76 The Photo-documentation work commenced in the month of September 1990. Over 380 stone
sculptures and 35 miniature paintings have been documented till date.

CONSERVATION OF ART OBJECTS

3.77 During the period under review, the conservation laboratory treated and restores over 275 objects
forming part of various collections in addition to stone sculptures kept in the central courtyard and in
the lawn outside.

RE-ORGANISATION OF DISPLAY
3.78 The exhibits are being re-organised as per collection and character of the objects.
EXTENSION OF BUILDING

3.79 Measures are being taken to add two more galleries. The Central P.W.D. has taken preliminary
steps to further the work.

EXHIBITIONS AND EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

3.80 Besides its regular activities like guided gallery talks and film shows, the Museum organised the
following exhibitions and lectures during the period under report:

(i) The exhibition of he paintings of Prof. R.C. Shukla, former Professor and Head, Department of Fine
Arts, Banaras Hindu University and a renowned artist of this area, was inaugurated on 30th March,
1990 and continued up to 28th April, 1990.

(ii) A group exhibition of the budding artists of Allahabad was organised to mark the Teachers’ Day on
5th September, 1990. The exhibition was a big draw for the students of Allahabad. The exhibition
received the attention of local media as well.

(iii) An exhibition of the paintings and sculptures of Shri K.D. Tripathi was held in the month of
December, 1990. Shri Tripathi is an eminent artist who helped a great deal in restoration of the cave
paintings under the Archaeological Survery of India.

(iv) The Museum is collecting material to put exhibition on ‘Chandrashekhar Azad and Hig Age’. The
exhibition will be put up coinciding with his death anniversary on 27th February, 1991.

(v) The Museum arranged lectures of eminent scholars like Prof. R. Dasgupta, Head of the Department
of History of Art, Banaras Hindu University, on ‘Byzantine Art of Greece’; Prof. K.D. Bajpai on
‘Early Buddhism - Recent Archaeological Evidences’; Dr. S.D. Trivedi on ‘Purva Madhyakalin
Murtikala Ke Katipaye Vishesh Sandarbha’; Prof. K.K. Thapliyal, Prof. and Head, Deptt. of Ancient
Indian History and Archaeology, Lucknow University, on ‘Indus Script’ and Dr. C. Bopearachchi,
Research Officer in CNRS, Paris on ‘Indo-Greek Coins and Indo-Roman Coins’, to name a few.
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3.81 LIBRARY: A fully air-conditioned library has been set up to facilitate research primarily in the
areas of. art, archaeology and history. The library started subscribing academic journals from this
financial year. It acquired approximately 1,504 books during the period under review.

II. Museums of Contemporary History and Art

Victoria Memorial Hall, Calcutta

3.82 Victoria Memorial, Calcutta, established during 1903, is hainly a historic art gallery which contains
the relics and art objects relating to the British period of Indian history covering the period 1700—1900
A.D.

3.83 EXHIBITIONS: During the year, the following exhibitions were held:

(a) Exhibition on ‘Romain Rolland’ in collaboration with the Festival of India and the Festival of France
in India. ;

(b) Exhibition on ‘Architecture of Calcutta’ at the Salt Lake Stadium celebrating the City’s Tercentenary
organised by the Government of West Bengal.

(c) Exhibition on 300 years of women in Calcutta entitled ‘Narri’ jointly organised with the Ladies
Study Group which was inaugurated by Shri Jyoti Basu, Chief Minister, West Bengal.

(d) Exhibition on ‘Colonial Architecture in Colonial Calcutta’ in the History Department, University of
Calcutta.

(¢) Exhibition on ‘Conservation of Cities’ jointly with the Indian Institute of Architecture.

3.84 OTHER ACTIVITIES

(i) Lectures-cum-demonstration of old songs of Calcutta and Rabindranath Tagore were organised.
(ii) Forty lectures on Tradition and Modernity in Indian Paintings were organised during this year.

(iii) Cultural programmes and the annual prize distribution of Sishu Mela, were organised in
collaboration with the Nikhil Banga Nababarsa Utsab Samity.

(iv) Cultural programmes were held on 24th August, 1990 celebrating; the Tercentenary of Calcutta, in
collaboration with the Press Club of Calcutta.

(v) The Calcutta Tercentenary Quiz 1990 in collaboration with the English Speaking Union was
presented, which was the first of its kind to be held in Victoria Memorial.

3.85 There were a series of shows of documentary films of the Indian Art Tradition which included:

Radha Krishnan

Our Islamic Heritage
Mughal Gardens
Pata-Chitra
Gaganendranath Tagore
Rabindranath Tagore
Jamini Roy

Amrita Shergil
Nandalal Bose
Ramkinkar

3.86 Victoria Memorial brought out the following publications;

1. Pictorial albums on
(a) Calcutta in the eyes of Thomas Daniell
(b) J.B. Fraser’s Calcutta
\

2. Picture folio no. 3 : Plantation, by Jaimini Roy
3. Porcelain tile - print of St. Andrews Church, by J.B. Fraser
4. Porcelain tray - sketch of Victoria Memorial. r—
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National Gallery of Modern Art, New Delhi

3.87 The National Gallery of Modern Art promotes the cause of modern art in the country through its
programmes, exhibitions, publications, library, seminars and education etc. The collection of the Gallery
comprises paintings, sculptures and graphics mainly by Indian and, to some extent, by international
artists.

ART COLLECTION

3.88 The Gallery acquired 187 art objects which include a few important paintings by Amrita Shergil,
M.F. Pithamala, M.F. Husain, K.G. Subramaniam, Ramkinkar Baij, Laxman Pai, Akbar Padamsee, Jatin
Das, Arpana Kaur, K.S. Kulkarni, Madhav Menon, Dhan Raj Bhagat, Nand Gopal, Meera Mukherijee,
George Keyt, Shiv Singh, Harkrishan Lal and Balbir Singh Katt.

3.89 EXHIBITIONS HELD AT THE GALLERY

(i) Under the Indo-Polish Cultural Exchange Programme an exhibition of one hundred paintings of
Duda Gracz was held during November, 1990.

(ii) ‘Ambassador’s Choice’ consisting of 171 works on contemporary Indian Artists from the collection of
her Excellency Madam E.M. Schoo, the former Ambassador of the Netherlands to India, was on
display during December, 1990.

(iii) Exhibition of 260 works of art by Sh. Ramkinkar Baij was held at Delhi and Pune during October to
December, 1990.

3.90 An exhibition by Hans Ertv was inaugurated on 4.2.91. An exhibition consisting of six Artists from
Switzerland under the Indo-Swiss Cultural Exchange Programme was also organised by the Gallery.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMES

3.91 About 49 school groups consisting of 1854 students and 277 teachers and 46 foreign groups,
comprising 853 visitors, visited the National Gallery of Modern Art and were provided conducted tours.
Five groups of 312 teachers, sent by the Centre for Cultural Resources & Training, were given special
lectures.

ART SKETCH CLUB

3.92 Thirty five Art Sketch Club meets were arranged for the students on Sundays and they were
provided on-the-spot practical guidance by reputed artists.

FILM SHOWS AND ACQUISITION OF FILMS

3.93 Special film shows were arranged for school groups on request, apart from 124 film shows arranged
for the general public. The following films were purchased by this Gallery:

Gaganendra Nath Tagore
Unknown show

. Amrita Shergil

. Nandalal Bose

. Inner Eye

. Kalighat Painting.

PUBLICATIONS
3.94 Catalogues of the following exhibitions were released:

(i) Exhibition of Duda Gracz

(ii) Exhibition of Ramkinker Baij

(iii) Exhibition of “Ambassador’s Choice”
(iv) Exhibition of Hans Erni

(v) Exhibition of Swiss Contemporary Art.

LIBRARY

3.95 Nine hundred and forty one books on art were added and 31 journals and 10 dailies were
subscribed.

3.96 The clippings of the day-to-day art news were preserved and maintained in two volumes: one for
“Special Exhibition Programme” and the other for “Art News."
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RESTORATION LABORATORY

3.97 The following works were executed by the Restoration Laboratory:
(i) Restoration Reports on the Exhibition of Duda Gracz and Ramkinker Baij were prepared.

(i) 22 paintings and 11 sculptures were given necessary treatment in the Restoration Laboratory.
(iii) 250 works of art were fumigated.

PHOTO STUDIO

3.98 1625 negatives, 3231 photographs and 1727 colour slides were prepared in the photo laboratory.

ART APPRECIATION COURSE

3.99 The National Gallery of Modern Art has started the Art Appreciation Course (a 32-lecture course) |
from September, .1990. Fifty students were admitted to this course. Two courses are held in a year.
Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, New Delhi

3.100 The Nehru Memorial Museum and Library maintains: (i) a personalia museum which focuses on
the life of Jawaharlal Nehru and the Indian struggle for freedom; (ii) a library of printed materials,
books, periodicals, newspapers and photographs bearing on the history of modern India; (iif) a repository
of unpublished records of institutions and private papers of eminent Indians, which provide original
material for historical research; (iv) a reprography unit for microfilming old documents, records and
newspapers; (v) an oral history division for supplementing written records with the recollections of men
and women who have taken part in public affairs; and (vi) a centre for research.

3.101 The Museum, which illustrates through visual materials the life and times of Jawaharlal Nehru,
continued to be the focus of interest for the visitors from India and'abroad. During the period, more than
6.5 lakh visitors came to the Museum: which aggregate figure rests upon a daily attendance of 3,422 on
working days and 3,959 on Sundays and other holidays. It also continued to figure prominently in the
itenerary of the dignitaries visiting the capital from India and abroad. The exhibitions which are part of
the permanent display in the Museum also continued to evoke deep interest of the visitors. Captions of
all the exhibitions were replaced by new prints and worn out photographs replaced.

3.102 The Library, which focuses upon modern Indian history and social sciences continued to grow in
holdings as well as in the quality of its services during 1990-91. Two thousand six hundred and eighty
four books were added to the existing stock upto the end of November, 1990 which now stands at
1,25,171. The titles in the Nehruana collections have gone upto 1246, the Gandhiana stood at 1741 and
the Indirana has 295 titles. The number of newspaper files and dissertations (on microfilms) rose to 4743
and 846 respectively. The Photo Section of the Library raised its collection of Photographs to 81,372.

3.103 Collections in the Archives continued to record further additions. Some of these were: Raghukul
Tilak (1937-86), H.D. Sankalia (1987-89), Kala Venkata Rao (1921-44), Subbalakshmi Ammal (1924-48),
Laldenga (1954-87), Baptist Foreign Mission Societies (1835-1947), C. Rajagopalachari (1952-58, IX
instalment), Indira Gandhi (1976-84, III Instalment), G.L. Mehta (1925-74, IV instalment), G.G. Agarkar
(1882-1896, II instalment), M.N. Saha (1921-56, VI instalment), J.J. Singh (1936-90, VI instalment), H.D.
Malaviya (1938-75, II instalment) and Ram Singh Jakhar (1936-90, VI and VII instalments). Upto the end
of March 1991—the collections likely to be acquired are papers of Bengal Coal Company (XV
instalment), C.M. Poonacha, Krishnabai Nimbkar, Saroj Mukherjee, Raghukul Tilak (II instalment),
Harindranath Chattopadhyaya, Gopal Singh, Uma Shankar Joshi, Kanwar Lal Sharma, Shri Ram
Sharma, Laldenga (II instalment), Nagendra Singh, P.S. Pattani, Dharmbir Singh, C.P.N. Singh and
Yogendra Sharma. The Oral History Division also maintained a good record of work. One new transcript
was finalised during the period bringing the total of such transcriptions to 530. Fifty three sessions of
interviews were recorded and the total number of persons interviewed rose to 1025 and the sessions
recorded to 3442.

3.104 The Reprography Unit augmented the Library’s microfilm collections for research and reference
and prepared approximately 1,43,545 frames of negative microfilm of newspapers, journals and private
papers. Among the important newspapers, journals and private -papers microfilmed during the period
were Kalpana (May 1959-1977), Hindu (Jan. 1941—Dec. 1953), Amrita Bazar Patrika (Jan. 1988-Dec.
1989), Hindustan Times (Jan. 1988-Dec. 1989), The Mail (July 1931-1981), Tribune (1983), Statesman
(1988-1989), Times of India (1988-1989), Spokesman (1985-1989) and Leader (1950-57). The Unit also
prepared approximately 71,900 frames of negative microfilm (16 mm microfilm). AICC files, T.B. Sapru
Papers, Mahakavi Ulloor papers were microfilmed. The Unit prepared microfiche copies of Hindustan
Review (Jan. 1915-July 1926). One hundred and thirty six microfiche sheets were also prepared by the
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unit for the organisation’s archival record. The Unit also prepared 1010 matres of direct negative
3.105 In the same period, approximately 8540 metres of positive microfilms, 4500 photographs, 16,300
electrostat prints from microfilms and 67,219 xerox copies were prepared for record as well as for supply
to scholars and other institutions. The Unit also prepared 240 metres positive microfilm copies (16 mm)
for the organisation's use. The Unit also prepared 1608 negative copies of old photographs for archival
record.

3.106 The Preservation Unit continued to render useful services in respect of repair and rehabilitation of
valauble documents.

3.107 Scholarly researches in history and in social sciences being conducted in the organisation made
substantial progress. Besides, the Nehru Museum arranged 18 seminars/symposia on the themes relevant
to the understanding and transformation of the Indian society. A memorial lecture to observe the birth
anniversary of Jawaharlal Nehru was also organised. Two one-day symposia were also held. Six
occasional papers under the series ‘History and Society’ and four occasional papers under the series
‘Prospectives in Indian Development’ contributed by Fellows were circulated to research institutions and
scholars. These papers are a part of the ongoing research programmes being conducted under the
auspices of the Nehru Museum. g

National Council of Science Museums (NCSM), Calcutta

3.108 The National Council of Science Museums (NCSM) is primarily eéngaged in the task of
popularising science and technology among the students in particular and the masses in general, through
a wide range of programmes and activities.

3.109 The following Science Museums/Centres are administered by the NCSM:

Birla Industrial & Technological Museum, Calcutta.
- Visvesvaraya Industrial & Technological Museum, Bangalore.
. Nehru Science Centre, Bombay.

National Science Centre, Delhi.

Central Research & Training Laboratory, Calcutta.
Srikrishna Science Centre, Patna.

Regional Science Centre, Lucknow.

Regional Science Centre, Bhubaneshwar.

- Raman Science Centre, Nagpur.

10. Regional Science Centre, Guwahati.

11. Regional Science Centre, Bhopal.

12. Regional Science Centre, Tirupati.

13. Regional Science Centre, Calicut.

14. District Science Centre (DSC), Purulia.

15. District Science Centre, Gulbarga.

16. District Science Centre, Dharampur.

17. District Science Centre, Tirunelveli.

3.110 OBJECTIVES

(a) To popularise science and technology.

(b) To supplement science education and technology.

(c) To organise training programmes,

(d) To render assistance to universities, technical institutions, museum schools and colleges or other
bodies.

(e) To design, develop and fabricate science museum exhibits, demonstration equipment and scientific
teaching aids.

(f) To collect, restore and preserve important historical objects.

(8) To conduct research in the history of science and technology with special reference to India.

3.111 The National Council of Science Museums concentrated on planning of new exhibits in the
permanent galleries of the museums/ centres, commissioning of new galleries in different science
museums and centres and establishment of new science centres. The Regional Science Centre, Guwahati
has been completed with its exhibition galleries, out-door science park and mobile science exhibition
unit. This centre is expected to be inaugurated during_ early 1991. The construction work for the main
building of the National Science Centre, Delhi has been completed. The work of setting up of exhibition
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galleries in this centre is now going on in full swing. The Council has also started construction work for
the Regional Science Centres at Bhopal, Tirupati and Calicut. The Sub-Regional Science Centres will be
set up at Imphal, Burdwan and Simla during the 8th Plan period. 14.40 lakhs people visited the various
science museums/centres of the NCSM during the period from Aril to November, 1990.

CENTRAL RESEARCH & TRAINING LABORATORY CALCUTTA

3.112 An exhibition on ‘India—A Glimpse of Science’ with 76 working exhlbits was set up for the
purpose of travelling throughout the European countries. The exhibition was inaugurated at the Palais
de la Decouverte, Paris in the first week of November, 1990.

3.113 Fifty exhibits on ‘Fun Science’ and ‘Animation Techniques’ were fabricated in the Central
Research & Training Laboratory. In addition to the above, 2 Mobile Science Exhibition units have been
planned at the Central Research & Training Laboratory during the period from April to November, 1990.
24 exhibits are under fabrication in the Central Research & Training Laboratory workshop for this

purpose.
BIRLA INDUSTRIAL & TECHNOLOGICAL MUSEUM (BITM), CALCUTTA
3.114 The Birla Industrial & Technological Museum opened an exhibition gallery on ‘Electrotechnique’

to the public. Fabrication of exhibits for galleries on ‘Evolution’ for the Srikrishna Science Centre, Patna
and ‘Vibration’ for the DSC, Purulia has been undertaken in the BITM workshop.

3.115 The BITM organised a State level science seminar with students from all districts of West Bengal.

3.116 The BITM continued with its popular science lectures, science demonstration lectures, science quiz
contests, computer training programmes, teachers’ training programmes, amateur radio programmes, sky
observation programmes, Taramandal, creative ability centres and science film shows.

3.117 The centre organised a temporary exhibition on ‘Calcutta—300 years: Science & Technology’.
NEHRU SCIENCE CENTRES BOMBAY

3.118 The Nehru Science Centre, Bombay celebrated its 5th anniversary on November 11, 1990 with
various special programmes for the students.

3.119 The Centre completed the setting up of a new gallery ‘Man Machine-I'.

3.120 The Mobile Science Exhibition units of the Centre held shows at 11 sites for 24 days benefitting
about 18,000 visitors.

3.121 The Centre continued with its activities of science demonstration lectures, creative ability centres,
sky observation programmes, computer training programmes, amateur radio programmes and science
quiz contests. The Centre also organised a State level science seminar for the students from the various
districts of Maharashtra,

VISVESVARAYA INDUSTRIAL & TECHNOLOGICAL MUSEUM (VITM), BANGALORE

3.122 The Visvesvaraya Industrial & Technological Museum, Bangalore set up 2 exhibition galleries on
‘Engine’ and ‘Energy’.

3.123 The planning for expansion of the ‘Electrotechnique’ gallery has also been taken up. The Museum
also completed the work of construction of the link block.

3.124 The Mobile Science Exhibition units of the Museum held exhibition at 50 sites for 106 days
benefitting over 82,000 people.

3.125 The Museum also continued with its activities like the State level science seminars, popular
lectures, science demonstration lectures, science quiz contests, computer training programmes, teachers’
training programmes, amateur radio programmes and Taramandal.

NATIONAL SCIENCE CENTRE DELHI

3.126 The exhibits for ‘Information Revolution’ gallery have been faricated. The gallery will be set up in
two phases. The work of the first phase has been completed.

3.127 The Centre held Mobile Science Exhibitions at 42 sites for 48 days benefitting about 24,000
people. Besides, the Centre also held Taramandal demonstration for 1,400 people. A temporary
exhibition on Swedish Technology was held.

3.128 The Centre organised a temporary exhibition on ‘Entering the Space’ which was visited by about
57,000 people.
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SRIKRISHNA SCIENCE CENTRE PATNA

3.129 It has been decided to elevate the Srikrishna Science Centre to the status of a Regional Science
Centre. For this purpose construction of the phase-I of the extension building has been taken up.

3.130 The Centre will have a new exhibition gallery on ‘Evolution’ for which planning is going on in the
Birla Industrial and Technological Museum, Calcutta. The Centre conducted Mobile Science Exhibitions
at 19 sites for 54 days benefitting over 36,000 people.

3.131 The Centre also continued with its regular activities like science demonstration lectures, science
quiz contests, teachers’ training programmes, sky observation programmes, Taramandal “demonstration
lectures and science film shows.

REGIONAL SCIENCE CENTRE, BHUBANESWAR
3.132 The Centre was inaugurated along with the science park in September, 1989.

3.133 The Centre conducted Mobile Science Exhibitions at 15 sites for 37 days benefitting about 30,000
people.

3.134 The Centre also continued with the its regular activities like State level science seminars, science
- demonstration lectures, science quiz contests, computer training programmes and science film shows.

3.135 A temporary exhibition on ‘I am a mammal — so are you' was held.
REGIONAL SCIENCE, LUCKNOW
3.136 The Centre was inaugurated in September, 1989 along with its science park.

3.137 The Centre conducted Mobile Science Exhibitions at 7 sites for 23 days thereby benefitting over
10,500 people.

3.138 The Centre also continued with its usual activities like popular science lectures, computer training
programmes, sky observation programmes and science film shows.

3.139 Planning for a new gallery on the theme ‘Ganga’ covering an area of 3,000 sq.ft. has been taken
up.
RAMAN SCIENCE CENTRE, NAGPUR

3.140 It has been decided to elevate the Centre to the status of a Regional Science Centre. For this
purpose planning of the phase-II of the building has been completed.Simultaneously, planning of the
phase -II of the science park has also been completed. The Centre will have a new gallery for which
planning has also been started.

3.141 The Centre organised Mobile Science Exhibitions at 18 sites for 105 days benefitting about 80,000
visitors. The Centre also continued with its usual activities like science demonstration lectures, science

quiz contests, computer training programmes, sky observation programmes, Taramandal, science film
shows and creative ability centres.

DISTRICT SCIENCE CENTRE (DSC)

3.142 The DSC, Purulia will have a new gallery on ‘Vibration’ for which exhibits fabrication work is
going on in full swing. The Centre continued with its activities like popular science lectures, science
demonstration lectures, science quiz contests, computer training progammes, sky observation
programmes, science film shows and creative ability centres.

3.143. The DSC, Gulbarga continued with its usual activities like popular science lectures, science
demonstration lectures, science quiz contests, community training programmes, sky obseration
programmes, Taramandal demonstration lecutres, creative ability centres and science film shows. The
gallery on ‘Wealth of Gulbarga’ is under-going renovation.

3.144 The DSC, Dharampur continued with its usual activities like popular science lectures, science

demonstration lectures, computer training programmes, sky observation programmes, creative ability
centres and science film show.

3.145 A new gallery 6n ‘Ocean’ has been set up in the DSC, Tirunelveli. The existing galleries of the
Centre also underwent renovation. The Centre held Mobile Science Exhibitions at 19 sites for 36 days
about 45,000 visitors. It continued with its usual activities like popular science lectures, science
demonstration lectures, science quiz contests, computer training programmes, sky obseration
programmes, Taramandal, creative ability centres and science film shows.
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HALL OF SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY & ENERGY

3.146 The Council has undertaken to set up the Hall of Science, Technology & Energy at Delhi. The first
phase of construction of the building for this Hall has also been taken up. Development of exhibits both
indoor and out-door for this unit has been taken up.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

3.147 During the period form April to November, 1990 museobuses of the Mobile Science Exhibition
units travelled across the length and breadth of the States and Union Territories of India. They travelled
to the remote interior areas of West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Delhi, Dadra & Nagar Haveli. The buses carrying a series of working exhibits on
specific scientific themes, held shows at 250 sites for about 600 days benefiting over 4 lakhs people.

SCHOOL SCIENCE CENTRES

3.148 The School Science Centre activity of the Council has won a lot of popularity. The Council has set
up School Science Centres in collaboration wih various State Governments in schools located in the
interior areas of the country and has taken up an ambitious programme to set up 1,000 such Centres
during the 8th Plan period.

PORTABLE PLANETARIUM

3.149 The Council distributed the first batch of 40 sets of protable planetarium to different agencies for
conducting live demonstration lectures.

AUDIO-VISUAL PROGRAMMES

3.150 The NCSM has decided to set up an Audio-Visual production unit at its Headquarters in Calcutta
for the production of short duration films on different aspects of science and technology, communication
and education for projection of museums/Centres and also through the Doordarshan Kendra, collection
of equipments and strengthening inhouse facilities for video filming and multiplication in all the
national level museums/Centres. For the production of films on science and technology, possibilities of
collaboration with the agencies like Films Division, Space Application Centre and NCERT, Teachers’
Training Institute, which have the requisite expertise and equipment for the production of video films
etc., will also be explored.

HOUSING FACILITIES

3.151 The Council has decided to provide housing facilities for its employees at Calcutta and other place.
The second phase of the construction of staff quarters at Bombay and Calcutta has already been started.

National Research Laboratory for Conservation of Cultural Property (NRLC), Lucknow
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