PROGRAMME FOR COOPERATION
IN THE FIELDS OF SCIENCE, EDUCATION AND CULTURE -
BETWEEN ‘
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDIA
_ : AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA
FOR THE PERIOD 2018-2020

The Government of the Republic of India and the Government of the
Republic of Bulgaria, hereinafter referred to as “the parties”, governed by their
desire to develop their cooperation in the fields of science, education and culture,
and to strengthen the mutual understanding between the Indian and Bulgarian
peoples, and in implementation of Article 7 of the Agreement for Cultural
Relations between the Republic of India and the Republic of Bulgaria, signed in
New Delhi on 20 February 1963, have agreed on the following:

I. SCIENCE AND EDUCATION
-ARTICLE 1

Both parties shall encourage the conclusion of direct agreements and
establishment of mutually beneficial cooperation between secondary and higher
schools, scientific organizations, institutes, laboratories, university libraries and
publishing houses. The exact scope and subject of cooperation, the quotas and
financial terms of this exchange shall be determined in the respective MoU.

ARTICLE 2

Both parties shall exchange 3 (three) university professors or researchers
for giving lectures and exchanging experience for a period of 25 (twenty-five)
days.

ARTICLE 3

Both parties shall encourage the participation of up to 4 (four) scientists in
scientific events — congresses, conferences and symposia held in the other
country for a period of up to 2 (two) weeks, including the duration of the events.

ARTICLE 4

- The Bulgarian side shall invite annually 4 (four) Indian scholars or
students of Bulgarian or Slavonic languages to participate in the Summer
Seminars on Bulgarian Language and Culture organised by Sofia University and
Veliko Tarnovo University. The Indian side shall invite annually 4 (four) Bulgarian
scholars or students of Indology to participate in seminars / courses on ancient
and modern Indian languages and literature in Indian universities / institutes,
under reciprocal financial terms.




 ARTICLE 5

~ Both parties shalleh’boUrage the study of Indivan languages in Bulgarian
universities, particularly Hindi and Sanskrit, and the study of Bulgarian language
in Indian universities. o '

ARTICLE 6

Both parties shall support the activity of the Section of Bulgarian Studies of
the Department of Slavonic & Finno-Ugrian Studies at the University of Delhi.
Upon request by the Indian side, the Bulgarian side shall continue to provide one
lecturer in Bulgarian language and literature with a maximum tenure of
- appointment of four years to the Department of Slavonic & Finno-Ugrian Studies
~of the University of Delhi, as well as books and school materials in Bulgarian
language. The Bulgarian side upon request of the Indian side shall deliver books

- in Bulgarian language to the Section of Bulgarian Studies of the Department of

Slavonic & Finno-Ugrian Studies of the University of Delhi and to the Jamia Millia
Islamia University. L ’ v

ARTICLE 7

Both parties shall support the activity of the Indology department at Sofia
University “St. Kliment Ohridski”. Upon request by the Bulgarian side, the Indian
side shall continue to provide one lecturer in Hindi and Sanskrit, as well as books
- and educative materials in Hindi for the Indology department of the Centre for
Eastern Languages and Cultures at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”.

ARTICLE 8

Both parties shall provide one (1.) scholarship for a full course of study (BA
and MA) of Bulgarian Philology at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” and of
“Hindi and Indian Literature” at the University of Delhi, respectively.

" ARTICLE9

Both parties shall encourage the scientific research in the field of
comparative linguistics. To that end, the Bulgarian side and the Indian side shall _
exchange 5 (five) scholars each in Sanskrit and other Indian languages and in
Bulgarian language, each for a period of up to 3 (three) months. v

ARTICLE 10
Both par'ties" on a reciprbc;al basis shall p’rovidev 5 (fi-ve) nine-month

scholarships per year for a part-time study for students and / or for post-graduate -
specialization of teachers, researchers and PhD students.




ARTICLE 11

v Both parties shall strive to further efficient cooperation between
professional organisations and institutions of higher education in the fields of
design, architecture, various aspects of planning, environment & housing,
especially by awarding scholarships for higher studies / training, exchanging
-experts and specialists for short stays, inviting competent personalities, in
accordance with the financial and general arrangements mcorporated in this

- Programme.
ARTICLE 12

Both parties shall exchange on a regular basis information materials about
their education systems, with the purpose of updating the  Protocol concerning
the equivalence of their degrees and diplomas, awarded by secondary schools,
universities / institutions of higher education in both countries signed on 16
January 1975 as well as the Supplementary Protocol signed on 4 June 1976.

ARTICLE 13

Both parties shall exchange publications textbooks and audio-visual
materials in the field of school education. Both parties shall exchange up to 5
(five) experts for a period of 2 (two) weeks relating to secondary education for
any one of the specific fields in one of the followmg areas:

a) EducatlonaI.Technologfy
b) Science Education
c)  Teacher Education
d) . Pre-school and Elementary Education
e) Social Science
f)y - Computer Education
" 9) Mathematics.

l. ART, CULTURE AND CULTURAL HERITAGE
- ARTICLE 14

India will invite and Bulgaria will participate in an International Art
Exhibition (Triennale). The exhibits may be accompanied by a Commissioner or
a Curator along with 1 (one) participating artist. The Commissioner or Curator will
take part in the International Seminar and the participating artist in the
International Residential Camp and Workshop to be held during the exhibition.
~ The Bulgarian side will explore the opportunities of participation of 2 (two) Indian

artists in any International Art Exhibition held there on reciprocal basis.

* ARTICLE 15

- Both the Parties shall exchange one (1) specialist each for a period of
‘seven (7) days in the field of cultural management to study the following:

- Study of the cultural heritage;




- Creative activities for students;

- Development of audio-visual -and printed educational materials- for
students to learn arts, music, dance, theatre and puppetry;

- Museums as centres of learning.
ARTICLE 16

Both parties shall assist in the establishment of cooperation between the
National Institute for Immovable Cultural Heritage of the Republic of Bulgaria and
an Indian partner in the field of preservation of immovable cultural heritage, as
well as exchange of experts in conservation and strengthening of stone plastic
arts and rock relieves. : -

ARTICLE 17

During the validity of the present Programme both partiés shall exchange
one folk group or another group, consisting of not more than 10 (ten) members,
for a period of up to 7 (seven) days. : v

ARTICLE 18

During the validity of the present Programme both parties shall cooperate
in the exchange of an exhibition of contemporary paintings or prints.

ARTICLE 19

The Bulgarian side shall send and the Indian side shall receive a
delegation of 5 (five) children (12-16 years of age) and an escort to take part in
the National Children Assembly and Integration Camp which is organised in
November each year. Details shall be worked out through diplomatic channels.
The Bulgarian side shall also take steps to invite Indian children for similar camps
in Bulgaria.

ARTICLE 20

By the suggestion of the Indian side the Bulgarian side shall cooperate in
the reception of a ftravelling exhibition of Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav
Sangrahalaya (IGRMS) relating to tribal painting and this event may be followed -
by a set of gifts by IGRMS to its partner museum: photographic exhibits of tribal
paintings. Opportunities of reception of one IGRMS official to deliver a series of
lectures on this theme shall be made clear after a Bulgarian partner institution is
identified. ' '

ARTICLE 21

At the request of the Indian side the Bulgarian side shall cooperate in
sending to IGRMS an exhibition on the Roma population and culture in Bulgaria.
The exhibition will be accompanied by a competent scholar in this field. Both
parties shall discuss the opportunities for a certain humber of exhibits to remain -
in the collection of Roma culture in Bhopal.




ARTICLE 22

Both parties will cooperate in the exchange of Children’s Paintings and
participation of children of Bulgaria“in the Shankar's International Children’s
Competition. '

ARTICLE 23

Both parties shall cooperate in the establishment of direct contacts
between the National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT) in India and an
equivalent Bulgarian school of higher education with the purpose of signing a
direct agreement for cooperation and exchange of lecturers.

. ARTICLE 24

Both parties shall cooperate in the development of the direct contacts and
cooperation established between Bulgarian National Academy of Dramatic and
Film Art “Krastyo Sarafov” and Indian National School of Drama — exchange of
lecturers, directors and scenographers.

ARTICLE 25

Both Parties shall support cooperation in the field of protection,
conservation and promotion of the cultural heritage of both countries. The Parties
will exchange one expert each in the field of protection and conservation of
ancient monuments and archaeological sites, art objects and development of
archaeological site museums for a maximum two-week period. The details shall
be determined by the respective institutions in both countries

" ARTICLE 26

The parties shall encourage cooperation between relevant authorities and
institutions with a view of preventing the illegal import, export and the transfer of
property on movable cultural values in accordance with their respective national
Laws and regulations.

ARTICLE 27

Both parties may exchange a 3-5 member writer's delegation on reciprocal
basis. '

ARTICLE 28

Both parties shall invite each‘other to their International Film Festival. Both
parties shall also encourage participation in each other's International
Documentary, Short and Animation Film Festivals.

Both parties shall organize film weeks in each other's countries with
English subtitles




ARTICLE 29

Both parties shall encourage their mutual participation in the book fairs
organised by each of them on commercial basis.

Ill. MASS MEDIA .
ARTICLE 30

Both parties shall exchange three journalists each, including those
engaged in dissemination of government information for a period not exceeding 2
(two) weeks, once in every two years. Both parties shall exchange reciprocally
news programmes and shall provide also specialised technical assistance, within
their competence, to Journallsts and radio- and TV-teams visiting each other's
country on various occasions.

Both parties shall discuss opportunities of organising media trammg
workshops on specific subjects in each other’s country.

ARTICLE 31

Both parties shall exchange radio and television programmes on various
aspects of culture and development. Programmes in the field of education, youth,
sports, health and mass media could be exchanged.

Both parties shall encourage the signing of an agreement for direct
cooperation between the Bulgarian National Television and India's National
Television “Doordarshan”.

IV. YOUTH AFFAIRS & SPORTS
ARTICLE 32

Both parties shall exchange experience in the field of youth affairs and
sports and explore the possibilities of exchanging youth and sports delegations,
sports teams / coaches in diverse disciplines under the Agreement for
Cooperation between the Ministry of Youth and Sports of the Republic of
Bulgaria and the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports of the Republic of India in
the field of Youth Affairs and Sports signed on 23 October 2003 in Sofia.

ARTICLE 33
Both parties shall promote the establishment of contacts between the
relevant institutions in charge of youth programmes and the development of

cooperation in the area of youth policy.

ARTICLE 34

Both parties shall promote the establishment of contacts between young -
people and youth organizations, and shall encourage the exchange and the
participation of their representatives in youth events in both the countries.




V. FINAL PROVISIONS
ARTICLE 35

The termination of this Programme shall have no effect on forms of
cooperation agreed upon, which have come into effect and have not been
‘ completed at the time of the termination of the Programme.

ARTICLE 36

This Programme does not exclude the possibility to carry out any other
events and exchanges, mutually agreed upon between the parties.

ARTICLE 37

The Financial and General provisions attached hereto form an integral
part of this Programme. :

This Programme shall enter into force as from the date of signature and
shall remain valid until 31% December, 2020. The validity shall be extended
automatically for one year or untll the signing of a new Programme within this

one year period.

Done and signed at New Delhi on March 15, 2018 in duplicate in Hindi,

Bulgarian and English language, all texts being equally authentic. In case of
divergence of interpretation, the English text shall prevail.

FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE REPUBLIC OF INDIA THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA
/’::/ »
- (SHEFALI SHAH) (PE’TKO DOYKOV)
ADDITIONAL SECRETARY AMBASSADOR OF BULGARIA

MINISTRY OF CULTURE




FINANCIAL AND GENERAL TERMS REGULATING
THE EXCHANGE UNDER THE PROGRAMME FOR COOPERATION
IN THE FIELDS OF SCIENCE, EDUCATION AND CULTURE
BETWEEN v
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDIA
AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA
FOR THE PERIOD 2018-2020

GENERAL TERMS

I. Exchange of visits
1. The sending side shall communicate to the recelvmg side 3 (three) months
in advance through diplomatic channels:

a) names, CV and command of foreign languages of the persons;

b)  programme of the proposed visit;

C) dates and duration of the proposed visit.

2. The receiving side shall confirm the final approval of the visit 6 (six) weeks
before the envisaged date of arrival.

3. The sending side shall communicate to the receiving side the exact date
and flight of arrival at least 15 (fifteen) days before the person’s arrival.

4. The persons who will be sent in implementation of the present Programme
shall not need a work permit in the receiving country. Each of the parties shall
exempt the citizens of the other country from paying taxes for their sojourn, or for
the prolongation of their sojourn, in case they are subject to the implementation

of this Programme.

5. The receiving side shall issue free-of-charge entry visas to the persons
exchanged in implementation of this Programme.

6. The sending side shall present to the receiving side through diplomatic
channels the necessary documents of the candidates under Articles 2, 3, 9 and
10 of section “Science and Education” at least 5 (five) months before the
beginning of the desired period of the visit. '

7. The candidates under Articles 2, 3 and 9 of Section “Science and
Education” shall present the following documents:

- personal resume;
- work programme;
- two photos;

- an invitation from host high School or a research institute with a specified
work programme.




The candidates under Article 10 shall present the following documents:
- an application, containing brief bio-data, the names of the higher schools
and the subjects they would like to pursue;

- Notary certified copy of a completed degree document (higher education
diploma), accompanied by an academic report and a translation into the
language of the receiving country;

- a higher education diploma (for post-graduates);
- two recommendation letters;
- two photos. ”

FINANCIAL TERMS -

L. Short-term visits in accordance with Art. 2 and 3 of the Programme

1. The sending party or the candidates themselves shall cover the travel
expenses to and from the place of study or specialization of the receiving
country.

2. The receiving party shall provide:

- travel expenses within the country in connection with the implementation
of the work programme;

- accommodation in an appropriate hotel,

- daily allowances in correspondence with the applicable financial
provisions during the period of the visit.

3. For persons exchanged under this Programme, the receiving country
shall,- where appropriate, provide medical care on the basis of its current
legislation and medical insurance for the provision of emergency medical
assistance which is mandatory upon entry into the territory of the receiving
country and is made on behalf of the sending country or candidates.

4. In case of visits of performers, the receiving side shall cover in addition to
the expenses under Paragraphs 2 and 3 above, all the expenses related to their
performances, including advertising, renting hall, etc.

Il Summer seminars in accordance with Art. 4 of the Programme

1. The Bulgarian side shall provide accommodation, board, tuition and
cultural programme, excluding the travel expenses to the seat of seminars to
Indian scholars or students of Bulgarian or Slavonic languages and Indian side
shall provide accommodation, board, tuition and cultural programme, excluding
the travel expenses to the seat of seminars to Bulgarian scholars or students of
Indology for participating in seminars..

Il Long-term visits‘ in accordance with Art. 6,7,8,9 and 10 of the
Programme

1. In case of graduates / postgraduates exchanged under Articles 8 and 10,
the receiving party shall provide:

- scholarships in accordance with the rules applicable in the host country;




- exemptlon from tuition fee;

- accommodation in students hostel and food at university canteen on payment
basis, under the conditions for local students;

- access to libraries, archives, laboratories, etc.

2.

Terms for exchange of lecturers in languages approved under Art. 6 and 7

to teach for one academic year or more:

A.

Unless otherwise agreed, the sending party shall cover the expenses for

international travel.

B.
a)

8.

The receiving party shall cover:
monthly salary correspbnding to the status of the lecturers:
appropriately furnished accommodation;

paid leave in accordance with the regulations of the university or the
institution;

exemption from income tax as admissible under the rules in accordance
with the Convention between the Governments of India and Bulgaria for
the Avoidance of Double Taxation and the Prevention of Flscal Evasion
with Respect to Taxes on Income and on Capital.

The exchange of exhibitions, which are not subject to any specially signed

agreement, shall be arranged under the following flnanCIaI provisions:

a)

*

The sending party shall:

meet expenses connected with the transport of the exhibits to the first
airport or seaport in the receiving country;

bear the cost of insurance for the entire period when the exhibition is
outside its territory;

if the sending party suffers losses owing to damaging of exhibits, the
receiving side is obliged to furnish the former with all documents
concerning the damage which would enable the sending side to obtain
compensation from the insurance company concerned; the costs
connected with the preparation of these documents shall be borne by
the receiving side;

supply, if it is possible three months in advance of the inauguration of
an exhibition, the necessary information regarding catalogues, etc.; the
exhibits should be supplied at their destination at least three weeks
before the inauguration of the exhibition.

b) The receiving party shall:

*

meet the expenses connected with the 'transport of the exhibits to the
other places in its territory and back to an airport or seaport of the
sending party;

meet the expenses connected with the setting up of the exhibitions and
for publicity which will include catalogues, brochures, etc.;

be obliged to extend due care and attention to the exhibits.
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