No.1-102/99/2019-ICR
Government of India

Ministry of Culture
(ICR Divison)
Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi,
Dated, the 7" July, 2021
Order

Subject: Continuation of the Scheme for Promotion of International Cultural Relations beyond
31% March, 2021 for the period 2021-22 to 2025-26 - reg.

The sanction of the President is accorded to the continuation of the Scheme for
Promotion of International Cultural Relations beyond 31% March, 2021 for the period 2021-22 to
2025-26 with an outlay of Rs.62.70 crores (Revenue) under the revised name ‘Global
Engagement Scheme’. The appraisal of the Scheme has been done by JS&FA, M/o Culture and
the Scheme has been approved by Secretary, M/o Culture. The complete Scheme document is
enclosed.

2. This issues with the approval of the competent authority.

Encl: As above, yO‘)/\
1\
(An

uradha Sood)
Under Secretary to the Government of India
Tele:23074356

PSO to Secretary(Culture)

O/o Additional Secretary(RKS)

O/o Additional Secretary(PSSS)

Joint Secretary (ASI), M/o Culture

Joint Secretary (Museums & Akademies), M/o Culture
Joint Secretary (P.Arts), M/o Culture

Joint Secretary & Financial Adviser, Ministry of Culture.

@ NN

Joint  Secretary, Coordination Division, M/o External Affairs, New Delhi

'|scoord@mea.gov.i n

9. Joint Secretary, PF-|, Department of Expenditure, M/o Finance, North Block, New Delhi,
Email: is.pfc2.doe@gov.in

10. Joint Secretary, SC&DP, Niti Ayog, Sansad Marg, New Delhi.

11. All Indian Missions abroad

12. PAO, Ministry of Culture, New Delhi

13. FOI Cell, Ministry of Culture, New Delhi




SCHEME FOR PROMOTION OF INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL RELATIONS
- 00— =RNATIONAL CULTURAL RELATIONS

RENAMED AS
GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT SCHEME
==L ENUALEMENT SCHEME

Overview

Culture represents a set of shared attitudes, values, goals and practices of a nation. Culture and
creativity manifest themselves in almost all activities. A country as old and diverse as India is
symbolized by the plurality and richness of its cultural fabric.

India has one of the world’s largest collections of songs, music, dance, theatre, folk traditions,
performing arts, rites and rituals, paintings and writings that are known, as the ‘Intangible
Cultural Heritage’ (ICH) of humanity. In order to make the world aware of India’s rich cultural
heritage, the Ministry of Culture implements a scheme titled “Scheme for Promotion of
International Cultural Relations” now renamed as ‘Global Engagement Scheme’ with the
objective of providing artists practicing Indian art forms an opportunity to perform abroad under
the banner of ‘Festival of India’. The Scheme also provides financial assistance to cultural
societies actively promoting Indian Culture abroad to organize cultural activities depicting Indian
Culture to help encourage interest in India among foreign nationals.

The “Global Engagement Scheme” has following three components:

(A)  Festival of India

(B) Grantin aid to Indo Foreign Friendship Cultural Societies Scheme.

(C) Contribution Grant (contribution to International Organizations and Delegation under
CEP) - This component is meant for Indian contribution towards membership of
International Organizations like ICROM, UNESCO, World Heritage Fund and to facilitate
Indian participation and hosting of international meetings.

The details of components at (A) & (B) above are as follows:
(A) Festival of India

e e———

I. Background and objectives

Festivals of India abroad seek to promote India’s rich cultural heritage and enhance India’s
image in the global arena in a concerted manner. The Festivals of India (FOI) are organized

Page 1 of 15




with the aim of having a lasting impact on the people of the host country. Thus, they are
tools of cultural diplomacy that project the soft power of India. This soft approach is
expected to benefit Indian in the fields of tourism health, education, commerce etc. and
provide strategic depth to the growing influence of India. The Scheme of conducting
Festivals of India abroad was revived in 2013, The events generally included in Fols are
Music, Dance, Theatre, Film Festival, Food Festival, Literary Festival, Folk Arts such as
Mehandi Artistry, Exhibitions of various disciplines, Lecture Demonstrations and Workshops ‘
etc. The main focus of Fol is to connect and enhance the perception of India in the minds of
locals which should ultimately lead to more tangible results in terms of trade and commerce,
tourism, medical tourism, Ayush and so on. Broadly speaking, Festivals of India abroad are
conducted with the objectives to :

promote Indian Culture abroad.
strengthen bonds of foreign countries with India

Y VvV VY

promote bilateral cultural contracts

Y

project India’s cultural image abroad: and
»  promote inbound tourism.

Institutional Set up

a. Standing Committee on Festivals

Under the Allocation of Business Rules, the Ministry of Culture is mandated with
conducting Festival of India abroad and the exchange of artists, dancers, musicians under
the cultural exchange programmes. For conducting Festivals of India abroad, the Ministry of
Culture has established a Standing Committee for inter-ministerial coordination. All
proposals for conducting Festivals of India (Fol) are approved by the Standing Committee
under the Chairmanship of Secretary (Culture) which includes representatives from ICCR,
Ministry of Tourism, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Planning Commission,
Financial Advisor of Ministry of Culture, DG, ASI and other related departments/agencies.
Standing Committee takes decision on selection of country, events, time span etc. The
Ministry of Culture has successfully coordinated with the Ministry of External Affairs, ICCR,
the Embassies of India abroad, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Ministry of
Tourism, Department of AYUSH in successful conduct of Festivals of India abroad.
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b. Festival of India Cell

Festival of India Cell has been established to coordinate with all the participating
agencies involved. for preparing a consolidated proposal containing detailed information
about all possible aspects of the Festival from selection of artist to budgetary requirement.
The consolidated proposal contains all details of items like performances, delegation size
and details, dates of travelling, local venues, timings of the shdws, local logistics and
accommodation arrangement, cargo handling charges, contact details of concerned
agencies, logo, posters etc.

Consultants and data entry operators are engaged on contractual basis to man the FOI
Cell.

c. Screening Committee

A Screening Committee has been constituted in the Ministry to facilitate participation of
agencies/persons other than those from Government organizations having expertise in the
field of performing arts, literature, exhibitions etc. The persons desirous of participating in
Festivals abroad are graded by the Committee and are empanelled. The list of persons
empanelled is uploaded on web site of Ministry of Culture. Indian Missions desirous of
organizing a Festival of India are asked to select the art form from the empanelled list of
artists.

Events for Festival of India
=Y=1> Tor restival of India

The events in a Festival of India could include:

() Dance(classical, folk, contemporary, fusion, etc.)
(i) Music (vocal, instrumental, sufi, classical, semi-classical, carnatic, contemporary, etc.)
(iif) Exhibitions:;
(iv) Theatre
(v) Folk Arts including Mehendi artists, puppetry etc.
(vi) Literary Festival (From Sahitya Akademi)
(vii) Food Festival
(viii) Film Festival
(ix) Yoga
(x) Fashion Show/Textile Exhibition
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VI.

Funding

Ministry of Culture Supports activities mentioned at SI.No. (i) to (vii) above and meets the
expenditure including expenditure on selected delegation such as international passage,
performance fees, visa fee, travel insurance, cost of extra baggage, lodging in 3 or 4 star
hotel etc. Besides, the Ministry also supports venue hiring charges and publicity expenses.

The Missions are expected to explore Sponsorship through local government and/or
public private funding for venues, other infrastructure such as sound system, lighting etc.
local hospitality, local transportation, etc. to the extent possible before including such
expenditure in the budget for the FOI. This ensures maximizing the limited budget for FOI.

organization.

Role of Indian Mission

The Missions proposing to organize a Festival of India should select the art forms from
the outstanding or promising category of artists on the empanelled list. Ministry of Culture
also sends cultural troupe from its Zonal Cultural Centres for Folk dances, music, or art and
cultural troupe for classical dance, music etc. from its autonomous organizations such as
Sangeet Natak Akademi, Kalashetra etc. Exhibitions and/or lectures through museums
under Ministry of Culture and academics such as Lalit Kala Akademi or Sahitya Akademi are
also supported While deciding the art form, the Missions are expected to may keep in mind
the recent cultural events held in their country with the view to broad base the projection of
Indian culture, local tastes and sensitivities in mind.

Procedure
Once the dates of the Festival and suggestions from the Missions are received for
activities proposed to be included in the Festival, the approval of the Hon'ble Minister of

Culture is obtained.

After approval of activities by the Minister, Missions are asked to work out the detailed
programme of the festival including the precise dates for each performance and venues in

each city along with the estimated budget for the activities to be funded by Ministry of
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Culture. The Ministry identifies a nodal agency in India for making arrangements for the
cultural troupes in India such as booking to International passage, visas, payment of
performance fees to the artists etc. The approved budget is released in two instalments — 75
percent after financial and administrative approval and balance on conclusion of the festival
on receipt of utilization certificates,

Minisfry of Culture expects 'constant feedback before, during and after the festival period.
The Missions should send reports, photographs and video recordings (if made).

Grant-in-aid to Indo-Foreign Friendship Cultural Societies.

(I) Objectives

> Generate greater understanding of India’s culture.

> Fostering closer friendship with people of other countries.

» Promoting interaction between eminent Indian scholars with their foreign
counterparts holding of seminars on related topics etc.

(I) Salient features of the Scheme

» The Grants under this scheme will be sanctioned to Indo-Foreign
Friendship/Cultural Societies actively functioning in foreign countries with the object
of fostering closer friendship and cultural contacts between India and foreign
country concerned. This Grant shall be given from Revenue Head.

» The Grants under this scheme will be issued as authorizations to the Indian
Missions through M/o External Affairs (MEA) and amount authorized shall be placed
with the Mission in their Accounts.

» The grants should normally be utilized for the activities of the society and not for the
direct activities of the Missions.

(lll) Expert Committee

An Expert Committee has been constituted to examine the proposals for Grant-in-aid
to Indo Foreign Friendship cultural societies abroad received from the Indian Missions
and to recommend the quantum of grant to be sanctioned to each society. The
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as under:

Bureau Head In-charge of ICR division, M/o of Culture - Chairman
Representative from |F D, M/o of Culture - Member

Representative from Indian Council for Cultural Relations - Member
Representative from Sangeet Natak Akademi - Member

Director (ICR)/DS (ICR), M/o of Culture - Convenor

(IV) Activities for which the Grant is given to the Cultural Societies
recommended by the Indian Mission

Grants under the scheme will be given primarily to cover expenses of the grantees

on activities which help projection of India’s cultural image and generation of greater

understanding of its cultural heritage and for promoting bilateral cultural contacts by
organising the following:

@ 0 A ow

10.
11.

12

13.

14,

Dance (classical, folk and workshops)

Music (vocal, instrumental, Sufi, classical, semi-classical, carnatic, contemporary,
workshops etc.).

Photo Exhibitions on culture related topics.

Exhibitions on Books and other culture related topics/material.

Publication of Books/journals on culture.

Promotion of Hindi and other Indian languages by organizing activities like
Workshops, Essay Competition, Dictation and Valedictory Session, Kavi
Sammelan and publication of a regional language magazine etc

Furnishing the premises of societies having adequate space with replicas of art
exhibits sourced from the Indian Mission in lieu of cash grant.

Visual Arts and Craft such as such ceramics, drawing, painting, sculpture etc
Contemporary and Modern/Fine Art exhibitions

Theatre: - Drama, Skit, Mime, Mimicry and workshops.

Activities to promote Folk Arts viz Mehendi, Puppetry and Rangoli

. Classes/Courses in Yoga

Organization of Literary events like Debate, Elocution, Creative Writing
workshops, Book reading sessions etc

Organization of lecture-demonstrations, seminars, symposiums and conferences

on culture related topics.
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15. Discussions on Indian culture, history, civilization by inviting eminent scholars,
artists, etc. who are interested in Indian affairs can be sponsored.

16. Promoting interaction between distinguished visiting Indian academics, artists etc
with their local counterparts, etc.

17. Celebrations of Indian festivals

18. Celebration of National days like India’s Republic Day, International Day of Yoga,
Indian Independence Day, Hindi Diwas, Gandhi Jayanthi etc,

19. Celebrations of Anniversaries and centenaries of great Indian personalities and
other commemorations of National importance. In this regard, the following
activities may be organized:

I. Organize Plays on the theme
Il.  Use the theme for activities planned for National Days.
. The Works of the personality be translated into major world languages and
Digital Library promotion through Indian Embassies.
IV.  Kavi Sammelans in regional languages.
V. Indian Vegetarian Food Festival to be organized by Indian Embassies
abroad.
VI.  Commemorative postage stamp on Gandhi to be released.
VIl.  Release of Commemorative coin.
VIIl.  Exhibitions of paintings, rare photographs, books, sculptures, artefacts.
IX.  National/International seminars, workshops, competitions, lectures.
X. lllumination of iconic buildings.

Please Note: This Scheme does not grant any funds for operational/
maintenance/capital creation cost of the societies.

(V) Quantum of Grant

The quantum of the grant will depend on availability of funds and nature of activities
of the grantee to be financed. However, the grant shall not ordinarily exceed Rs.
10,00,000/-(Rs. ten lakhs) per annum per society. There is no limit specified for funds
to be authorized to the Mission since this would depend on the funds the mission can
utilized for cultural promotion as per available number of societies. The competent
authority to sanction grant to a friendship cultural society in normal circumstances viz.
upto Rs.10,00,000/- is Bureau Head Incharge of the concerned Division. An additional

amount over and above, the maximum limit permissible to a society, would be granted
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as per the discretion of Secretary(Culture) where the Ministry of Culture proposes to
organize the Festival of India/culture weeks to enable expenditure towards hosting the
cultural troupes, ete. The discretionary power would be exercised by Secretary(Culture)
in consultation with Financial Adviser(Culture). The grant sanctioned to a Society in
such cases should not exceed Rs.25.00 lakh.

The grants sanctioned under this scheme will be subject to usual conditions applicable
for non-recurring grant to voluntary organizations working in India but the condition of
submission of the audited statements of accounts in respect of the grants shall be
relaxed. The certificate of utilization (as per GFR 1 2-A) signed by the authorized officer
of the Mission would be acceptable.

The Mission in this connection should informally check the accounts of the grantee and
satisfy itself that the grant has been properly utilized.

(VI) Eligibility of the Cultural Societies for receiving the grant.

Before allocation of grant to the Friendship Societies by the Indian Missions, they will
ensure:
» That the society is actively engaged in the task of fostering friendly relations and
projecting India’s culture in the country concerned.

"1

That the society has a definite and well-planned programme of activities for
which financial assistance by the Government of India is considered necessary.
» That the society has gainfully utilized the earlier grant, if any, sanctioned by the

Government of India.

For this purpose, the Mission has to submit the following:

(a) The details of the societies in Annexure A,
(b) The plan of activities for the current financial year in Annexure B

(c) A certificate stating that the societies are not involved in corrupt practices as per
Annexure C

(d) A certificate stating that the Societies recommended for grant do not indulge in
activities which are sectarian in nature as per Annexure D.

(e) Event Review Report to be furnished after utilizing the grant as per Annexure E

(f) Utilization Certificate for the grant last sanctioned in GFR 12-A format
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(Vll) Procedure to be followed by Indian Missions abroad

The authorization to the Missions as stated above shall be Subject to the

conditions mentioned below to be executed by the Embassy:-

»

The grantee will be required to maintain separate account of this grant which will
be opened to check by the concerned Mission

The utilization certificate from the Embassy should also disclose whether the
specified, quantified and qualitative targets that should have been reached
against the amount utilized were in fact reached and if not, the reasons thereof.
The grantee shall maintain subsidiary accounts of the grants-in-aid received from
the Ministry of Culture.

A performance cum achievement report (2 copies) for which that grant has been
sanctioned should be forwarded to this Ministry by the Embassies of India. The
grant-in-aid is further subject to the conditions laid down in GFR as amended
from time to time.

Unspent balance, if any, with grantee, shall be surrendered to the Govt. without
any delay.

The grantee be advised not to divert the grants and entrust execution of the
scheme of work concerned to another institution or organization and shall abide
by the terms and conditions of the grant. If the grantee fails to utilize the grant,
for the purpose for which the same has been sanctioned, the grantee will be
required to refund the entire amount with interest thereon @10% per annum.

The accounts of all grantee institutions or organizations shall be open to
inspection by the Ministry and audit, both the Comptroller and Auditor General of
India under the provision of CAG (DPC) Act 1971 and Internal Audit by the
Principal Accounts Officer of the Ministry, whenever the institution or organization
is called upon to do so.

The grantee has not been sanctioned grant-in-aid for the same activity/purpose
from any other source.

No other bill for the same purpose and installment has already been paid earlier
to the grantee.

That the society receiving the grant does not indulge in activities which can be
termed as sectarian.

% ok 3%k 3k ok ok %k % %k %

Page 9 of 15




10.

11.

12.

13,

14,

5.

16.

DETAILS OF SOCIETY
NAME OF THE SOCIETY with address
Date of establishment of the Society
Objectives of the Society
Total membership: Indian/local citizens
The names of the Office bearer

Whether the Society has its own premises or it is functioning in hired
premises

The source of income of the Society, whether it has its own funds other
than the grants paid by the Mission and its present financial position

Details of activities undertaken by the Society during the last three years

The objectives of these activities and the likely impact on projection of
Indian culture and development of bilateral relations

Amount of Grant, if any, sanctioned during the last three years

Whether the review of function of the Societies have been undertaken as
Per provisions of the Scheme and if so, whether the Society is considered
suitable for Government grant during the current year

Links of audio visual content of activities performed by society during the
previous years under the scheme.
(Pls copy paste the Youtube Links here/any other links here, if any)

News paper clipping, photographs of events organised during the previous
years under the scheme.

(Please send as attachment with the proposal, if any)

Certify that no previous UC is pending (in case the UC is still pending this
may be sent along with the proposal

Amount of grant recommended to be sanctioned for the current year

Plan of activities for the current year for which the grant is required

Annexure A

¢ Information to be

furnished as per
Annexure B for
each activity

(Signature of Ambassador/Head of Mission)
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Annexure B

2»n

PLAN OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE CURRENT FINANCIAL YEAR
el > POR THE CURRENT FINANCIAL YEAR
Name of cultural | Concept Dates and | Venue | Number of | Number  of | Detailed Outcome
event note of the | Duration | of artists/ people  who | breakup of likely
event of the | event | members who | are likely to | Expenditure | from the
event will perform/ attend the | to be | event
(Events have to (To be organise the | event incurred for
be strictly from provided in event organising
the list of cultural | @ separate the event
activities from | sheet)
the scheme
document)
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) (h)

(Signature of Ambassador/Head of Mission)
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Annexure- C

Certified that the Societies re

commended for grant are not involved in
corrupt practices.

Signed:

( Seal )

Fhkhkkhhkhkkhkrd

Annexure- D

Certified that the Societies recomme

nded for grant do not indulge in
activities which are sectarian in nature.

Signed:

( Seal )

Fhkhkhrkkhkhkhhkhkhdk
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EVENT REVIEW REPORT

Annexure E

1. [Name of Event (Dance/Music/Theatre/Food
Festival/Literary Festival/Exhibition/Folk Art, etc)

2. | Name of Artists/Group
Number of artists/members

3. | Whether the visit coincided with any significant
event/festival

4. | Details of pre-event publicity efforts *

5. | Dates and places/venues of performance(s)/Show

6. | Number of performances/shows and duration of
each

7. | Number of exhibits displayed at Exhibition

8. | Whether any Lec-Dem/Workshop arranged, if so
feed back

9. | VIPs who graced the occasion T

10. | Number of foreign nationals who attended the
performances

11. | Number of Indian community members including
Persons of Indian Origin who attended the
performances

12. | Local Media coverage electronic/print

13. | Performance quality, feedback from the organizer
and others
%* %k

14. | Certified audited statement of expenditure of the
cultural societies.

15. | Signature and stamp of signing authority

* May not exceed 100 words.

** Attach Photographs of the event and also send the video.

b Video/photo/Newspapers clips/Audio etc. May be sent on email id of ICR Division i.e.

icr-culture@nic.in and icrculture@gmail.com
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FORM GFR 12A

UTILIZATION CERTIFICATE FOR THEYERR ...5 i
OF RECURRING/NON-RECURRING

GRANTS-IN-AID{'SAEAR‘%EWQN—OF-GA;MM

GENERAL FINAICIAL RULES 2017 § ‘
Ministry of Finance |}
Department of Expenditure

GFR 12—A

[(See Rule 238 (1)]

FORM OF UTILIZATION CERTIFICATE

FOR AU;QNOMOL&S—BODLES.Q;:;H.E GRANTEE ORGANIZATION

1. Name of the scheme ...........

2 Wheatear recurring or non-recurring e
Grants position at the beginning of the financial year
(1) Cashin hand/Bank
(I Unadjusted advances

seeseenneee. IN RESPECT

St )

(1) Total
4, Details of grants received, expenditure incurred and closing balances: (Actuals)
Unspent Interest Interested Grant received during Total Expenditure Closing
Balance Earned deposited the year Available incurred Balances
of Grants | thereon back to the funds (5-6)
received Government (1+2+43+4)
years
[figure as
at SI.No.
3 (1]
& 2 3 4 5 6 7
Sanction Date Amount
No (i) (ii) (iii)
Component wise utilization grants:
Grant-in-aid General Grant-in-aid Salary Grant-in-aid-creation of Total

capital assets

NA

NA

NA

NA

Details of grants position at the end of the year

(1) Cash in hand/Bank
() Unadjusted advances
() Total
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GENERAL FINAICIAL RULES 2017 ¢

FORM GFR 12A

Ministry of Finance _"‘ 1y
Department of Expenditure &80

Certified that | have satisfied myself that the conditions on which grants were sanctioned have been duly fulfilled/are being
fulfilled and that | have exercised following checks to see that the money has been actually utilized for the purpose for which it -

was

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(Iv)

(v)

V1)

(viny

sanctioned;

The main accounts and other subsidiary accounts and registers (including assets registers) are maintained as prescribed in
the relevant Act/Rules/Standing instructions (mention the Act/Rules) and have been duly audited by designated auditors.
The figures depicted above tally with the audited figures mentioned in financial statements/accounts.

There exist internal controls for safeguarding public funds/assets, watching outcomes and achievements of physical
targets against the financial inputs, ensuring quality in asset creation etc. & the periodic evaluation of internal controls is
exercised to ensure their effectiveness.

To the best of our knowledge and belief, no transactions have been entered that are in violation of relevant
Act/Rules/standing instructions and scheme guidelines.

The responsibilities among the key functionaries for execution of the scheme have been assigned in clear terms and are
not general in nature.

The benefits were extended to the intended beneficiaries and only such areas/districts were covered where the scheme
was intended to operate.

The expenditure on various components of the scheme was in the proportions authorized as per the scheme guidelines
and terms and conditions of the grants-in-aid.

It has been ensured that the physical and financial performance under (name of the scheme has been according to the
requirements, as prescribed in the guidelines issued by Govt. of India and the performance/targets achieved statement
for the year to which the utilization of the fund resulted in outcomes given at Annexure - | duly enclosed.

(Vi) The utilization of the fund resulted in outcomes given at Annexure - || duly enclosed (to be formulated by the
Ministry/Department concerned as per their req uirements/specifications.)

(IX) Details of various schemes executed by the agency through grants-in-aid received from the same Ministry or from other
Ministries is enclosed at Annexure - Il (to be formulated by the Ministry/Department concerned as per their
requirements/specifications).

Date:

Place:

Signature

Name...ouii, Signature

Chief Finance Officer Name..............c......

(Head of the Finance) Head of the Organisation

(Strike out inapplicable terms)
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