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45 writers to get Sahltya
Akademi awards

Bal and Yuva Puraskars announced

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

Twenty-two writers across
languages were selected for
Sahitya Akademi’s Bal Sahi-
tya Puraskar 2019, the Un-
lon Ministry of Culture said
on Friday.

The Akademi also select-
ed 23 writers for the Yuva
Puraskar 2019. This award is
‘given to writers aged below
35.

The selection for these
-awards, which come with a
cash prize of ¥50,000 each,
was approved by the execu-
tive board of the Akademi at
a meeting in Agartala on Fri-
day, the Ministry said.

For the Yuva Puraskar, 11
books of poetry, six of short
stories, five novels and one
literary criticism were se-
lected.

The Bal Sahitya Puraskar

was awarded to Swmim Nas-
rin (Assamese), Nabanita
Debsen (Bengali), Lakhmi-
nath Brahma (Bodo), Vijay
Sharma (Dogri), Devika Ca-
riapa (English), Kumarpal
Desai (Gujarati), Govind
Sharma (Hindi), Chandra-
kanth Karadalli (Kannada),
Naji Munauwar (Kashmiri),
Rajashree Bandodkar Kara-
purkar (Konkani), Malayath
Appunni (Malayalam), R.K.
Sanahanbi Chanu (Manipu-
ri), Salim Sardar Mulla (Ma-
rathi), Bhabilal Lamichhane
(Nepali), Birendra Kumar
Samantray (Odia), Pawan
Harchandpuri  (Punjabi),
Sanjay Chaubey (Sanskrit),
Lakshman Chandra Saren
(Santali), Veena Shringi
(Sindhi), Devi Nachiappan
(Tamil), Belagam Bheemes-
wara Rao (Telugu) and Mo-
hammad Khalil (Urdu).
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Sahitya Akademi awards
for two Tamil writers

Sabarinathan to get for poetry, Devi Nachiappan for children’s literature

PON VASANTH B.A

CHENNAI

Writers Sabarinathan and
Devi Nachiappan have
been chosen for Sahitya
Akademi’s Yuva Puraskar
and Bal Sahitva Puraskar
awards for 20189.

While Mr. Sabarinathan
will get the award for his
poetry collection *Vaal
(Tail)’ published in 2016,
Ms. Nachiappan will re-
ceive the award for her
contribution to children’s
literature.

Mr. Sabarinathan, who
hails from Kazhugumalai
in Thoothukudi district,
has so far published two
poetry collections. His
first collection titled Ka-
lam Kaalam Aatam was
published in 2011, a year
after he completed Elec-
tronics and Communica-
tions Engineering at
Thiagarajar Engineering
College in Madurai. He
works with the Tamil Na-
du government’s Depart-
ment of Employment and

Saba‘rinathan

Training in Chennai.
Speaking to The Hindu,
he said his poetry revolves
around difterent aspects
of contemporary life.
Though he hails from the
region famously known in
Tamil literary circle as
karisal mann, he said his
work could not be classi-
fied as karisal literature.
“My works only have
glimpses of karisal region
here and there,” he said.

Translation work
Mr. Sabarinathan, who ad-
mires the poems of Pra-

Devi Nachiappan
mil, Devadevan and De-
vathachan in Tamil, has
translated a few works of
Swedish poet and Nobel
Laureate Tomas Tran-
stromer in Tamil. He has
also written literary criti-
cism. Ms. Nachiappan, 58-
year-old daughter of re-
nowned children’s writer
Azha. Valliappa, has writ-
ten 12 books, predomi-
nantly short stories for
children. She has been
working as a Tamil teach-
er for the past 29 years at

Sri Meenakshi Sundares-
warar Higher Secondary

School in Keelasevalpatti
In Sivaganga district.

“The award is signifi-
cant to me for two rea-
sons. I am the first woman
from Tami Nadu to receive
Bal Sahitya Puraskar; all
the previous nine awar-
dees were men. Secondly,
the award coincides with
the commencement of sil-
ver jubilee year of Valliap-
pa Ilakkiya Vattam, which
iIs promoting children’s
lierature across Tamil Na-
du and Puducherry,” she
said. Ms. Nachiappan,
who began her writing ca-
reer with the translation of
short stories for children
from foreign languages, 1s
a recipient of the Tamil
Nadu government’s Dr.
Radhakrishnan award for
best teacher and Tamil
Semmal award. State-
ments issued by Sahitya
Akademi said the awards,
which carry a cash prize
of X 50,000 and a copper
plaque, will be presented
at a function.
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