Sahitya Akademi winner owes it to family

G. BABU JAYAKUMAR | DC
CHEMMAI, FEB 25

V. K. Jayashree, winner of
this year’s Sahityva Akademi
award for translation, gives
all eredit to her mother
Madhavi, who came down
from Kerala and settled
down in Tiruvannamalai 55
years ago, for nurturing lit-
erary talents in her and also
her sister, Shailaja, who is a

publisher:
The translator heard about
the award from the

Malayvalam author, Manoj
Kuroor, whose book she had
rendered in Tamil under the
title ‘Nilam Poothu
Malarntha Naal." He had
learnt about the translator of
his book winning the presti-
gious award of the Indian
Academy of Letters from
Malayalam publications and
called her to confirm.

Her mother was proud of
her daughter’s accomplish-
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ment when she heard about
it, Javashree told Deccan
Chronicle.

Not only is Jayvashree's
hushand, Uthra Kumaran,
hailing from Madurai, a
translator, her daughter
Sughaana, presently doing
her post gradutation, has
also translated two books,
one when she was in her
eighth standard and the
other when she was studying
for her 11th standard. The
entire family translates Mal-
ayalam books into Tamil.

Sughaana learnt
Malayalam till her fifth stan-
dard and her husband

Chief Minister lauds Jayasree

Chennai: Chief Minister
Edappadi K. Palaniswami
congratulated Tamil writer
K. V. Javasree who has
been chosen for the Sahi-
tva Akademi award for
translating the Malayalam
novel: Nilam Poothu Mala-
rntha Naal (authored by
Manoj Kuroor), into Tamil.

Congratulating her for
her exemplary work,
Palaniswami said the
Malavalam novel was well

picked up the language
while working in Kerala.
Javashree, on her part, lea-
rnt it from her mother, But of
late, for Jayashree her daug-
hter is also a guru in Mal-
alayam as she refers to her
whenever she is in doubt.

A Tamil teacher taking

received by readers and it
was even prescribed in the
syllabus by several univer-
sities. He complimented
Jayvasree on his own behalf
and on behalf of people of
Tamil Nadu and wished
her many more such lau-
rels in future,

Manoj Kuroor's novel
narrates the story of a land
and its people before they
were divided into states
and languages.

classes for higher secondary
school students, Javashree
has been into translation for
the past 20 years and has
translated 12 books. The 13th
book on which she is now
working is ‘Ushnarashi’,
written by Malayvalam
author K. V. Mohan Kumar,
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Teacher wins Sahitya
Akademi Award

CHENNAI

K.V. Jeyasri, a teacher from
Tiruvannamalai, has won the
Sahitya Akademi Award 2019
for her translation of the
Malayalam novel Nilam
Poothu Malarnna Naal into
Tamil as Nilam Poothu
Malarntha Naal. The novel
was written by Malayalam
author Manoj Kuroor.
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