LITERARY LAUREL

Kannada writer ‘'sautobiography
wins AkademiAward

PRAKASH KUMAR
NEW DELHI, DHNS

udi Esaru, an autobiography of

eminent writer and journalist

Vijaya, has won the Sahitya
Akademi Award for the year under the
Kannada language category.

Senior Congress leader Shashi Tha-
roor also won the prestigious award -
for his non-fiction in English, ‘An Era
of Darkness: The British Empire in
India’. ;

The Akademi on Wednesday
announced the names of the winners
of this year’s Sahitya Akademi Awards.
The award is conferred every year
to acknowledge outstanding literary
works in 23 languages of the country.

A total of seven books of poetry, four
of the novel, six of short stories, three

of essays and
one each of
non-fiction,
autobiogra-
phy, and biog-
raphy won the
prestigious
award for this

The award
carries an
engraved
copper-plaque, a shawl, and Rs1lakh

“The awards will be presented to
the authors of the books at a special
function to be held on February 25,
2020, at New Delhi during the Festival
of Letters,” the Akademi said in a press
communique.

Joysree Goswami Mahanta won
the award for her novel ‘Chanakya’

Vijaya. TwITTER

in Assamese language, L Birmangol
Singh Ei for ‘Amadi Adungeigi Eethat’
(Manipuri), Cho. Dharman for ‘Sool’
(Tamil) and Bandi Narayana Swamy
for Septabhoomi (Telugu).

Under the short stories genre, Abdul
Ahad Hajini won the award for his
book in Kashmiri language, Tarun
Kanti Mishra in Odia, Kirpal Kazak
in Punjabi, Ramsawroop Kisan in
Rajasthani, Kali Charan Hembram in
Santhali and Ishwar Moorjani for his
book in Sindhi language.

Shafey Kidwai, a faculty member of
the Aligarh Muslim University (AMU),
won the Sahitya Akademi Award for
his book in Urdu, ‘Sawaneh-E-Sir Syed:
Ek Bazdeed, a biography of Sir Syed
Ahmed Khan, an Islamic reformer and
educationist, who had laid the founda-
tion of the AMU.
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Tharoor wins Sahitya Akademi Award for his book on British rule

Congress leader Shashi Tharoor | e

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

CONGRESS parliamentarian
Shashi Tharoor on Wednesday
won the Sahitya Akademi
Award 2019 for An Era of Dark-
ness: The British Empire in In-
dia. Tharoor won for his non-
fiction work in English, the
announcement said, among
other winners feature play-
wright Nand Kishore Acharya
for Hindi poetry.

Tharoor’s book talks about
the British rule in India ex-
plaining how exploitative the
colonisation was for India.

The Akademi announced its
awards in 23 languages, includ-
ing Assamese, Bengali, Bodo,
Dogri, English, Gujarati, Hin-
di, Santhali, Kashmiri, Odia,
Sanskrit, Sindhi and Urdu,
among others. The award cere-
mony will be held on February
25 at the Festival of Letters or-

ganised by the Sahitya Akade-
mi in New Delhi.

For poetry, the other awar-
dees included Phukan Ch. Ba-
sumatary (Bodo), Nilba A.
Khandekar (Konkani), Kumar
Manish Arvind (Maithili), V.
Madhusoodanan Nair (Malay-
alam), Anuradha Patil (Mar-
athi) and Penna Madhusudan
(Sanskrit).

Joysree Goswami Mahanta
(Assamese), L. Birmangol Sin-

gh (Beryl Thanga) (Manipuri),
Cho. Dharman (Tamil) and
Bandi Narayana Swamy (Telu-
gu) won awards for novels.
The awardees for short stories
for the Sahitya Akademi award
2019 were Abdul Ahad Hajini
(Kashmiri), Sri Tarun Kanti
Mishra (Odia), Sri Kirpal Ka-
zak (Punjabi), Sri Ramsawroop
Kisan (Rajasthani), Sri Kali
Charan Hembram (Santali) and
Sri Ishwar Moorjani (Sindhi).
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“Tharoor wins
Akademi’s
2019 award
for English

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Sahitya Akademi on
Wednesday announced its
annual literary awards for
2019 for works in 23 lan-
guages, including one for
Shashi Thareor’s non-fic-
tion book about British

rule in India.
The Akademi an-
nounced that it would ho-

nour seven books of poe-
try, four novels, six books
of short stories, three of es-
says and one each of non-
fiction, autobiography and
biography. The award, in-
cluding %1 lakh in cash,
would be presented at a ce-
remony on February 25,
2020, the Akademi said in
a statement.

‘An Era of Darkness: The
British Empire in India’ by
Mr. Tharoor, whois a Con-
gress MP, was selected in
the English category.

The awards honour
works of poetry by Dr. Phu-
kan Ch. Basumatry (Bodo),
Dr. Nand Kishore Acharya
(Hindi), Nilba A. Khande-
kar (Konkani), Kumar Man-
ish Arvind (Maithili), V.
Madhusoodanan Nair (Ma-
layalam), Anuradha Patil
(Marathi) and Prof. Penna
Madhusudan (Sanskrit).

Novels by Dr. Joysree
Goswami Mahanta (Assa-
mese), L. Birmangol Singh
(Manipuri), Cho. Dharman
(Tamil) and Bandi Naraya-
na Swamy (Telugu) were al-
so among the winners.

Books of short stories by
Abdul Ahad Hajini (Kash-
miri), Tarun Kanti Mishra
(Odia), Kirpal Kazak (Pun-
jabi), Ramsawroop Kisan
(Rajasthani), Kali Charan
Hembram (Santali) and Ish-
war Moorjani (Sindhi), an
autobiography by Dr. Vi-
jaya (Kannada) and a biog-
raphy by Prof. Shafey Kid-
wai (Urdu) were also
among the winners.
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