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THE TIMES OF INDIA, KOLKATA
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2019

Tharoor and
22 others to
get Akademi
Award 2019

New Delhi: Politician-writer
Shashi - Tha-
roor and play-
4§ wright Nand
Kishore
Acharya are
among 23 writ-
ers chosen for
the presngmus Sahitya Akade-
miAward 2019.

The national academy of
letters announced the names of
the winners on Wednesday.

While Tharoor won the
award for his book ‘An Era of
Darkness’ in English, Acharya
will receive the recognition for
his bock of Hindi poetry,
‘Chheelatey Hue Apne Ko’.

“The awards were recom-
mended by distinguished jury

members representing 23 Indi-
an languages and approved by
theexecutive board of the Sahi-
tya Akademi which met today
(Wednesday) under the chair-
manship of Chandrashekhar
Kambar, President, Sahitya
Akademi,” K Sreenivasarao,
secretary of the Akademi, said.

Seven poets will be giventhe
award — Phukan Ch Basuma-
tary (Bodo), Acharya (Hindi),
Niba A Khandekar (Konkani),
Kumar Manish Arvind (Maith-
ili), V Madhusoodanan Nair
(Malayalam), Anuradha Patil
(Marathi), and Penna Madhu-
sudan (Sanskrit). Joysree Gos-
wami Mahanta (Assamese), L
Birmangol Singh (Manipuri),
ChoDharman (Tamil)and Ban-
di Narayan Swami (Telugu)
will receive it for their novels.

Six authors will get the rec-
ognition inthe short story cate-
gory — Abdul Ahad Hajini
(Kashmiri), Tarun Kanti Mis-
hra (Odia), Kripal Kazak (Pun-
jabi), Ramswaroop Kisan (Ra-
jasthani), Kali Charan Hem-
bram (Santali) and Ishwar
Moorjani (Sindhi). Tharoor
(English), Vijaya (Kannada)
and Shafey Kidwai (Urdu) have
wontheaward for theirwork on
creative non-fiction, autobiog-
raphy and biography respec-
tively. Three books of essays by
Chinmoy Guha (Bengali), Om
Sharma Jandriari(Dogri), an
Ratilal Borisagar (Gujar
werealsonamed. e
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Sha shi Tharoor among 23 chosen
~ for Sahitya Akademi Award 2019

It's an honour for me & Marathwada: Patil

mimoners' lhves and Esues inspire and intrigue me and | get
compelled bo pen down my Teelings, sakdpoet Amradha Patil,

MNew Delhi: Politician-wriber
Shashl Tharoor and play-

wright Nanl  Kishore
P Acharya ame among 2 wril-
| erschosen for th prostiglos
BahHya Akadem] Award 208,
The national academy of
lebers wn-

THaneed
names of tha
Winners on

While
Tharoor won

Era of Deiriness”™ In Engdlsh,
Achirys will recekas this re-
ognition frhishonk, “Chhoe
labay Hua Apre Ko™,

“The FWards Were rcom-
mefidid by distinpuilshid ju-
¥y memboers reprmsenting X1
Initan langnages and ap
proved Doard which met to-

| dhay urider the Chalrmanship

v winnes of Sahilya Akacdem award 2009 for
Marakhi langueage, he e on Wednesday, “Our
literature has atradition of over 700 years. We
havethe list of ilhustrated poets whohave canved
niche for the meseves, Despite such glodous past,
lofben worry Hial whethis we conbemporny

| poets aretaking this begacy forward or backward

and the award |5 a solace to me,” she sald, Patil, 66, =ald that the
award in away woukd dispel different ill-notlons assodated with
arathwada. 1 feel prowd that §hal from Maratiwada, The award
Fior et i an honourfior my region also,” shasald, me

of Chantdrmshokher Kambur,
Prosident, Sahitym  Akade
mi,” K Sroenivasarao, secm-
tary of the Akndeml. sall.
Seven poets will Be glven
the wartl — Phoakan Che Ba
sumatary { Bodn), Nand Kish

miar Manish Arvind (Multhi-
1y, ¥ Madhusoodanan Nafr
(Malayalam, Amuradna Patll
(Marathl, and Penna Mad
Tisiidar (Sanskrli

Joysree Gomamm i Mahan-
1A (Assamesa), L Hirmango
Simgh (Manipurih, Cho Diar-
iy (Tami} and Bandl Me-

rayan Swami CMeuguywill -
colve the awand

Skt authors will gt the
recognition inshart storyear-
ogory - Abdul Ahad Hajini
(Hashmirt), Tanun Kangapis-
hra (Ddla), Kripad Kok

(Munjabl), Ramswamnop Ki-

sin (Rajasthant), Kall Char.
a1 Hombram (Santall), and
Ishwar Moorjand (Sindid,
Shash! Tharoor(ngdlshy, VI-
Jaya (Kannadiy and Shafy
Kietwal (Liretu) have wom dhe

awand for thelr work on cre- |

tlve non-ficthon, autoblogra:
phy nnd blography respes
vy T hren booksof essay by
Chinmoy Guha (Bengall),

Om Sharma Jandrian (Do
grfy, anil Ratlal Borlsagar
(Cagjarnil) were also named
fior ih awaind, 5

The caremony will tako |
place on Felruary 25, aewas




Sool fetches Cho Dharman Sahitya Akademi award

J.V. SIVA PRASANNA
KUMAR | DC
CHENMAI DEC. 18

At 66, Cho Dharman leads a
solitary life in Kovilpatti
town in the southern
coastal Thoothukudi dis-
trict of Tamil Nadu, fruit-
fully spending his mornings
writing from a small,
unswept room on the upper
floor of his house, and after-
noons by the edge of a pond,
with a fishing rod of his
own making.

His third novel Sool, won

-

.
Cho Dharman

this Tamil writer the much
coveted Sahitya Akademi
Award for 2019.

The novel Sool, published
in 2016, laments the sorry
state of thousands of water
bodies that the state inher-
ited at Independence.

He not only bemoans the
ecological destruction but
also documents 64 birds of
the region threatened by
change.

His first novel: Thurvai
{(Wasting Away), was pub-
lished in 1996 and his sec-
ond novel: Koogai (2005),
translated as The Owl by
Vasantha Suarya (Oxford) in
2015, has a monolithic

® Shashi Tharoor
wins Sahitya
Akademi award
2019 for An era of
darkness

PAGE 6

immensity rivalled by a few
other feats of Dalit writing
in Tamil. Though a Pallar,
Dharman has never identi-
fied himself as a Dalit
writer, but as a creator who

bonds with his characters
before deciding their fate.
“Dharman is different
from the other Dalit writers
in the sense that he does not
hesitate to speak well of the
upper caste when they hap-
pen to lend a helping hand.
Koogai was much criticised
by fellow Dalits because it
has a Brahmin character
who is helpful,” Vaasanthi,
a writer and editor, who
was instrumental in pub-
lishing several stories of his
in a Tamil weekly, had told
a magazine. m P2



Dharman writes on culture and
history around environment

FROM P1

Dharman does not merely
write on birds and ponds,
but also of the cultures and
the histories that enliven
the environment around
him. He chronicles the life
in the karisal or dry black
soil lands of taluks from
Thoothukudi, Viru-
dhunagar, Tirunelveli and
Ramanathapuram districis
that are devoid of rivers or
streams.

Novels by Dr Joysree

Goswami Mahanta
(Assamese), L. Birmangol
Singh (Manipuri) and Bandi
Narayana Swamy (Telugu)
were among the other win-
Ners.

On Wednesday the Sahitya
Akademi announced its
annual literary awards for
2019 for works in 23 lan-
guages, including one for
Congress MP  Shashi
Tharoor's non-fiction book:
An Era of Darkness: The
British Empire in India,’ in
the English category.



No question of refusing Sahitya

Akademi award: Shashi Tharoor
Nand Kishore to get Sahitya Akademi

New Delhi, Dec 18: On
winning the prestigious
Sahitva Akademi award for
his book 'An Era of
Darkness' in a non-fiction
category in English lan-
guage, Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor on
Wednesday said that "there
is no question of refusing
the award.”

Amid the political row
over Citizenship
Amendment Act, Shashi
said, "Even when a few
years ago when the emi-
nent writer returned the
awards, 1 was one of the
few voices that telling them
not to.”

"Having urged them not to
return the award there is
no question of mine not
accepting the award. I see
no reason whatsoever to do
50,” he added.

He also said that Sahitya
Akademi award is recogni-
tion of one's literary
achievement and is nothing
to do with government.

"It's actually our society
and the literary communi-
ty that honours the award.
We all know what presti-
gious award this is and for
me, it is a matter of great

New Delhi, Dec 18:
Politician-writer Shashi
Tharoor and plavwright
Nand Kishore Acharya are
among 23 writers who will
be bestowed with the
Sahitva Akademi Award
2019,

The national academy of
letters announced the
names of the winners on
Wednesday While
Tharoor won the award for
his book *An Era of
Darknesz” in English,
Acharya will receive the
recognition for his book of
Hindi poetry, “Chheelatey
Hue Apne Ko".

“The awards were recom-
mended by distinguished
jury members represent-
ing 23 Indian languages
and approved by the
Executive Board of the
Sahitya Akademi which

Chandrashekhar Kambar,
President, Sahitva
Akademi,” K
Sreenivasarao, Secretary
of the Akademi, said in a
statement,

Seven poets will be given
the award — Phukan Ch.
Basumatary (Bodo), Nand
Kishore Acharyva (Hindi),
Niba A Khandekar
(Konkani), Kumar Manish

Arvind (Maithili), V
Madhusoodanan Nair
{Malayalam), Anuradha
Patil (Marathi). and Penna
Madhusudan (Sanskrit).

Jovsree Goswami
Mahanta (Assamese), L
Birmangol Singh

{(Manipuri), Cho Dharman
(Tamil) and Bandi
Narayan Swami (Telugu)
will receive the award for
their novels,

Six authors will get the
recognition in short story
category.

met today under the
Chairmanship of
pride,” he added.

He also said that he was
very touched and honoured
by it.

"l know that a very emi-

nent jury was constituted
to make this judgement.
And the fact they found me
worthy of this award is ter-
ribly gratifying.” — PTI
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