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PRESS RELEASE 

All India Women Writers' Meet on the occasion of International Women's Dav 

On the occasion oflnternational Women's Day, Sahitya Akademi organized an All India Women 
Writers' Meet on 8 March 2019, at Sahitya Akademi Auditorium, Rabindra Bhavan, Nevi 
Delhi.The inaugural Session began at 10 an1. Dr. K. Sreenivasarao, Secretary, Sahitya Akaderni, 
welcomed the dignitaries, Smt Mridula Garg and Dr Sukrita Paul Kumar, with a packet of 
Akademi publications. While Smt. Mridula Garg, eminent Hindi writer, delivered the Inaugural 
Address, the Keynote address was given by Dr Sukrita Paul Kumar, well-known English scholar 
and academic. Smt Mridula Garg said that both men and women are responsible for bringing in 
changes in the society. What we write has an impact on the way people think and behave. I Iencc, 
she asserted, it's time we. especially women, shed our shame, and �Tite what we think is right 
and bring in positive changes in the society. Dr Sukrita Paul Kumar, in her keynote address, 
stressed that writers use their language in a way that triggers sensitivities, and bring in immense 
changes in society. She encouraged both men and women writers to acknowledge the power of 
the pen, and at the end, remembered Simone de Beauvoir who instilled a conviction in women 
that they can change their status and situation themselves. Dr K. Sreenivasarao, in his welcome 
address said that women writers are capable of writing on any subject and any in genre, and what 
they have contributed to the world of literature is remarkable. Women, he affirmed, are the most 
essential of all components that make society and without them the establishment and 
continuation of customs and practices will not be possible. 

Dr Sivasankari chaired the first session of this event. She stated that we need men's equal 
participation to survive peacefully in a society and later presented a lecture on the short stories of 
India. The participants of this session were Ms Anamika Bora (Assamese) who read a story on 
the agony of a wifo whose husband marries another woman; Ms Urmila Shirish (Hindi), whose 
story focused on a mother's anxiety as her son gets ready to leave home; Ms Jyoti Kunkolickar 
(Konkani) whose story was titled "Tu Jeeti, Main Haari"� and Ms Lathalakshrni Menon 
(Malayalam) who read her story entitled "Dolphin Smiles." Ms.Sivasankari read her story that 
described how a lower class girl giving birth to a child was given the rough and primitive 
treatment by the midwife, which at first looked crude, but ensured quick recovery of the mother 
and the fast healing of the newborn's navel. At the same time, the lady of the house for whom 
the young woman's mother is working faces a grim fate. Her sister's newborn dies due to 
infection of the navel, in a high class maternity hospital in the city! 

The second session was devoted to poetry and was chaired by Dr Yashodhara Mishra. She was 
of the opinion that the concept of Ardh-Naareeshwar proves that the notion of peaceful co­
existence of men and women has been in India's history for ages. She read her poem 
"Submerging Town" at the end. The poets of this session were Ms Rak a Dasgupta (Bengali), Ms 
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