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A 3-day National Sanskrit Convention being organised by Ministry of Culture, Sahitya Akademi in
association with National Sanskrit University and Sanskriti Foundation, Mysore began at the premises
of NSU, Tirupati in a grand manner. Honourable Governor of Kerala Sri Arif Mohammed Khan, was
invited as the Chief Guest of the program along with a galaxy of other dignitaries. After inaugurating
the newly constructed academic classroom complex and dedicating it to the bright future of the

university, the honourable governor visited the Sanskrit science exhibition, manuscript gallery,
alphabet gallery and various book-stalls.

Inaugural Session

After Vedic chants and invocation to Goddess Saraswati, the inaugural session was underway
at the Indoor Stadium of NSU. The dignitaries lighted the lamp and Dr Sreenivasa Rao,
Secretary of Sahitya Academy welcomed all the luminaries to the gathering. Speaking on the
occasion he emphasized how Sanskrit is at the centre of Indian culture and Civilization which
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itself is the basis of culture and civilization of the world. Referring to various knowledge
spheres like law, astrology, astronomy, yoga etc from ancient Sanskrit tradition he posited the
view that no civilization had such an advance legacy of knowledge in the ancient world. He
stressed the fact that Sanskrit texts, ancient and modern alike, promoted universal
brotherhood i.e. Vasudhaiva kutumbakkam. He opined that the objective of the
convention is to take Sanskrit to grass-root level and Sanskrit promation should not be seen
as an enforcement but motherly guidance. Sanskrit promotion is part of Honourable Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's Ek Bharat Shreshth Bharat initiative.

Next, Prof GSR Krishnamurthy, Vice chancellor of NSU addressed the gathering and opined
that Sanskrit is not just any other language but the source of various Sciences and arts which
have developed but have lost their link with Sanskrit and have grown independent of Sanskrit.
This convention is an attempt to unravel the hidden knowledge in Sanskrit as well as
rejuvenate that lost link between Sanskrit and various sciences like Ayurveda, Yoga, Arts like
Music and Dance etc

The Chancellor of NSU, Sri N Gopalaswami, congratulated the Ministry of Culture, Sahitya
Akademi and Sanskriti Foundation, Mysore for their brilliant initiative of holding this
convention. He reminded how Sanskrit and its tradition that where once very vibrant have
been eroded by the colonial ideology. So, he emphasized the need to propagate Sanskrit
among the general public. The revival of yoga in recent times is a glimmering hope, but to
avoid the danger of Sanskrit disappearing completely, he emphasized the need to apply
meticulously the 3-language formula at school level. He exhorted all the Sanskrit Universities

of the country to come together and campaign for Sanskrit education at school level across
all states.



Ranjana Chopra, Financial Advisor to Ministry of Culture, in her address voiced her opinion
that Tirupati is the most apt place for starting this convention as dignity resides in every nook
and corner of Tirupati in the form of Lord Venkateswara and the dialogue with and about
dignity have started in Sanskrit. She urged the need for the current generation to leamn
Sanskrit and interpret Sanskrit texts in their truest sense for the upliftment of the present-day
society thus, leading to the perpetuation of Sanskrit tradition for the generations to come.

Smt Uma Nanduri, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Culture, in her address praised the students of
NSU who are pursuing Sanskrit studies as ambassadors of culture and tradition. She called
upon the students of Sanskrit to make it their priority to teach Sanskrit to at least one other
person. If that materialises, then the purpose of the convention will be fulfilled as this will
help percolation of Sanskrit knowledge to the grass-root level.

Sri Dharma Reddy, EO, TTD speaking on the occasion elaborated on the efforts of TTD in
preservation and propagation of Sanskrit. He narrated how TTD had convened a meeting of
various Sanskrit scholars to find a solution and solace to the world reeling under Covid-19.
The scholars brainstormed and zeroed down on Wisuchuka Mahamantra from
Yogavashista as a mantra that would help people physically, psychologically, physiologically,
mentally and spiritually during the pandemic. The mantra and its recitation were then
broadcast through TDD's SVBC channel for the benefit of the people.

In his address, Honourable Governor of Kerala Sri Arif Mohammed Khan stated Sanskrit to be
the custodian of ancient civilization and its value system. He drew attention to the fact that




convention such as this will bring awareness about Sanskrit among the lay and the learned.
He recalled how Tagore once stated that he loved India not because it was his motherland
but because it has saved the words of wisdom of seers across the tumultuous ages for
generation altogether. The exhibition inaugurated is living proof of the continuity of our
civilization through Sanskrit. He declared that India without Sanskrit is not India. India's
prestige depends on its culture and its culture inherently depends on Sanskrit rightly echoed
in the saying Samskruti: Samskrutasrita. Indian civilization is defined by its all-
encompassing inclusivity. He reminded how India with only 17% literacy as soon as it became
independent had declared universal franchise without discrimination against race, religion,
gender and caste. The diversity of India, he stressed, comes from its Unity. He underlined the
fact that Vedanta underlines unity in spite of all divisions prevalent. He concluded with his
wishes for fruitful deliberations in the convention.

Prof Kumud Sharma, in her speech reiterated the fact that Sanskrit is the soul of culture in
India and is a living testament to the noble thoughts and preachings of our fore-fathers which
have been passed down from generations together. Sanskrit is the mother of all the mother
tongues in the Indian sub-continent. She lamented that it is unfortunate that youth of the
current generation deem it a dead language with zero employability. Prof Sharma quoted

various authors who spoke unequivocally about the greatness of Sanskrit and the treasure it
Eencompasses.
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Prof K Ganapatl Bhat, coordinator of the Convention thanked all the dignitaries for their

Inspiring talks and proposed the vote of thanks. The session ended with the rendition of the
National Anthem.

In the first session devoted to Ashtavadhanam, Srl Gulab Chand Katarla, Hon'ble Governor of
Assam was the Chief Guest and stressed on the values contained in Sanskrit literature. Sri N.
Gopalaswamy, Chancellor, National Sanskrit University, chaired the session and talked about
the need to promote Sanskrit from the school level and also highlighted the importance of
Avadhanam. Sri Madugula Nagaphan| Sarma, eminent Avadhanli, performed Ashtavadhanam
and eight eminent Sanskrit scholars participated In the sesslon as Pricchakas. In the second
session devoted to Sanskrit poetry reading and chalred by Dr Abhiraj Rajendra Mishra, nine
eminent Sanskrit poets read their poems. Prof Harekrishna Satpathy was the Chief Guest in
the session. In the third sesslon, Sri Shankar Bhat Unchalll, delivered Harikatha performance
on "Durvasa Aatithyam” from the Mahabharata. Following that Dhruva Sanskrit Band, India‘s
only Sanskrit band did a concert featuring popular Sanskrit krithis, slokas etc set to music.
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