Anees Salim, Ramesan Nair
win Sahitya Akademi awards

Central Honour Late Recognition For Nair, Says Prof Sanoo

Times News NeTwork

Kochi: It is double whammy
for Kerala with Kendra Sahi-
tva Akademi bestowing the
prestigious awards to poet S
Ramesan Nair and writer
Anees Salim.

Nair won the award for
his work ‘Gurupournami’, a
poem on the life of social re-
former Sree Narayana Guru.
Anees 5alim won the Akade-
mi award for English litera-
ture category for his novel
‘The Blind Lady's Descen-
dants”.

According to Nair, he had
wanted to write the poem for
four decades. “It isnot a work
which started one morning
and completed by the day
end. In the past forty years, I
had been under the influence
of an unknown mystic. I cha-
sed it and tried to absorb it
Later, | knew thatitisskyand
it is not letters but stars
which are to be filled there,”

S Ramesan Nair and Anees Salim

he wrote in the preface of the
book. When TOI contacted
him, Nairshared his jox
Literary critic M K Sanoo
said Gurupournami is a ma-
jestic work by Ramesan Nair:
“The work discharge one of
the primary obligations of 1i-
terature which is mental and
spiritual uplifimentof there-
aders. The poet has created a
world of his own through the
poem. Besides the aesthetic
beaunty of the work, it radia-
tes elegance of spirituality,”

sanu said. National Book
Trust executive commitiee
member E N Nandakumar
said it is a delayed recogni-
tion for the poet. “Gurupour-
nami is an excellent work.
The poet really deserves the
award,” Nandakumar said.
For Salim, the award ca-
me as a surprise. “I didn't
even know that the award wo-
uld be announced today. I ca-
me t0 know about the award
through social media. Later, 1
received a call from the AKa-

demi informing meabout the
award,” says Salim, native of
Varkala, who is now working
on a book which dwells into
thehistory of Hyderabad.

He has been living in Ko-
chiforthepast 20 years. Heroe-
commends every house sho-
uld havea library. “There was
library in my house as my fat-
her was an avid reader. He
Was very particular about go-
od books and there was an ex-
cellent collection. I was bad
in academics but I used to re
ad books in our library My
first attempt in writing was
at the age of 16. As we were li-
ving in Varkala., I had no
Knowledge about whom sho-
uld I approach for publishing
books. I started to send my
works to publishers when I
reached Kochi. I faced lot of
rejection in the initial stage.
Finally, Harpercollins came
forward to publish my first
work “The Vicks Mango
Tree’,” hesaid.
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Ramakrishnan’s Sanjaaram bags Sahitya Akademi award

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennal

TAMIL writer 8§ Ramakrishnan
(52) was honoured with Sahitva
Akademi award on Wednesdav
for his novel Sanjaaram which
deals with the lives of nagaswar-
am artistes.

He is a full-time writer who
has been active over the last 27
vears in diverse areas of Tamil
literature like short stories, nov-
els, plays, children's literature
and translations.

Born in 1966, Ramakrishnan
is a native of Mallankinar vil-
lage of Virudhunagar district.

He is living in Chennai now.
His short stories are noted for
their modern story-telling style
in Tamil. He had, as editor,
brought out the literary publica-
tion, Atcharam for five years. His
short stories and articles have
been translated and published in

English, Malayalam, Hindi, Ben-
gali, Telugu, Kannada and
French.

As a story-teller, he has organ
ized over 30 story-telling camps
for school children, all over Ta-
mil Nadu.

He has authored four booksfor
children besides organising a
special story-telling camp for
children with dyslexia-related
learning disabilities. He has also
organised screenplay writing
camps for short film directors
and students of cinema creation
in important cities like Chennai
and Coimbatore.

Ramakrishnan has authored
and published five novels, ten
collections of short stories, 24
collections of articles, four
books for children, three trans-
lated books and nine plays. He
also has a collection of inter-
views to his credit.

Among the many important
awards won by him are Tagore
Literarv Award for his novel
Yamam. Sangeet Natak Akade-
mi Award for best voung play-
wright, Ival Award from Canada,
award for best novel from Tamil
Nadu government, Award of Lit-
erary Thoughts, CKE Literary
Award, best novel award of Pro-
gressive Writers® Union, Jnana-
vaani Award, Young Achiever
Award and Kannadasan Award.

The short film Karna Mot-
cham with his screenplay won
the National Award for Best
Short Film and 27 important
awards in Indian and Interna-
tional Film Festivals. Another
short film Matraval has won
three coveted awards as the best
Tamil short film. His books have
been prescribed as part of sylla-
bi of two universities and nine
autonomous colleges.

State leaders laud Tamil
writer’s achievements

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

CHIEF Minister Edappadi K Palaniswami, DMK president
MEK Stalin and leaders of political parties on Wednesday,
congratulated writer S Ramakrishnan who has received
the Sahitya Akademi award for his novel Sanjaaram.

Hailing the achievements of Ramakrishnan in the liter-
aryworld, the Chief Minister recalled his novels, shart sto-
ries, plays, books for children, etc.

“On behalf of the people of Tamil Nadu, I greet Ram-
akrishnan and wish him many more laurels in the coming
vears,” Palaniswami said.

DMEK president MK Stalin, MDME general secretary
Vailko and CPM State secretary K Balakrishnan, have also
congratulated 8 Ramakrishnan for the honour he has re-
ceived from Sahitya Akademi.
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HONOURED: S Ramakrishnan's
2014 novel ‘Sancharam’
bagged the award

Narrative on struggling
nadaswaram artists wins
Sahitya Akademi prize

MT.Saju@timesgroup.com

hen § Ramakrishnan
W brought out the struggles

of nadaswaram players in
arld Virudhunagar in 2014 through
his novel, ‘Sancharam’, Uttle did he
expect that it would win an award.
All he wanted was to highlight the
frustrations of the musiclans cou-
pled with the crop fallures in his
hometown.

On Wednesday, ‘Sancharam’ won
the Sahitya Akademi award. “Itisa
great pleasure for me. Every vear,
one of my books was recommended,
but I think this 15 the right book that
won the awamd,” sald Ramakrishnan.

Ramakrishnan, who has been
writing for more than 25 vears, has
published short stories, novels and
columns. He sald the award ‘Is spe-
clal' mainly because the struggles of
the musicians were recognized. “It's
about the nadaswaram plavers Inmy
region. The book brings out the day-
to-day struggles In an aridland. [am
happy that my book has been recog-
nized by the Akademi,” he said.

Ramakrishnan, according to Ta-
mil scholar V Arasu, was successful
in using myth and folklore in the
present context. “He 18 a successful
writer who brings in elements of
folk and myth in his writing. This
happens maybe because he comes
from the southernmost part of Ta-
mil Nadu,” saild Arasu, former head
of department of Tamlil, University
of Madras.

Tamil writer Su Venkatesan said
it's a great recognition to an artist
from the rural belt of Tamil Nadu.
“Ag a writer, Ramakrishnan por-

trays the world of people around
him through powerful images. Shift-
ing of images from the rural to the
present context without losing es-
sence makes him different from oth-
ers. He deserves 1t,"” he sald. The
chief minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami also congratulated the
writer,

Sahitya Akademi on Wednesday
announced 1ts annual awards in 24
languages, which include seven
books of poetry, six novels, six short
stories, three books of literary crit-
iclsm and two collections of essays.
Those who have won the awards for
thelr collectlon of poetry Include
Paresh Narendra Kamat (Konkani)
S Ramesan Nalr (Malayalam), Mo-
hanjit (Punjabl) and Shiman U Mu-

TALES FROM THE HEART

lani (Sindhi) and Ramhan Abbas
(Urdu) for thelr novels,

The books were selected on the
basis of recommendations made by
a jury of three members in the lan-
guages concerned In accordance
with the procedure laid down for the
purpose, sald a release from the Sa-
hitva Akademd.

The award 15 in the form of a cas-
ket contalning an engraved copper
plague and a shawl. In additlon, a
cheque of =1 lakh will be presented
to the authors at a special function
to be held on January 29 in New
Delhl during the Festlval of Letters
organised by Sahitva Akademi.

Emall vour feedback
with name and address to
sonth pole.tol@tmesgroup.com
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FROM PAGE ONE

Tamil novel Sancharam wins
Sahitya Akademi Award

Mr. Ramakrishnan has
worked as scriptwriter in
Baba, the Rajinikanth-
starrer, in Sandaikozhi
with Vishal as hero,
Dhaam Dhoom and Unna-
ley Unnaley.

A film buff, his non-fic-
tion work is equally popu-
lar and posts on his web-
site
www.sramakrishnan.com
indicate his versatility. He
is also a good orator.

Writer Jayamohan said
Mr. Ramakrishnan made
his entry as a realistic wri-
ter who later embraced
magic realism before re-
turning to realism.

Short story :
Thavarangalin Uraiyadal
is the short story that iden-
tified him as a writer of
magic realism.

“Though he dealt with
the people and landscape

portrayed by pioneers like
Ki. Rajanarayanan and
Poomani, he brought into
his writing myth and ar-.
chetype and established
them as part of a long tra-
dition,” Mr. Jayamohan
said.

MDMK general secre-
tary Vaiko, who organised
a felicitation for Mr. Ra-
makrishnan in Chennai,
said all his works should
be translated into English.



Tamil novel Sancharam bags Sahitya Akademi Award

S. Ramakrishnan's work captures the struggles of nagaswaram players in the State’s arid belt

B. KOLAPPAN

CHENNAI

Tamil writer, traveller, essay-
ist and scriptwriter S. Ra-
makrishnan has won the
Sahitya Akademi Award for
2018 for his novel Sancha-
ram, which poignantly cap-
tures the lives of nagaswa-
ram players in karisal
bhoomi - the arid land - of
Tamil Nadu.

The novel places their
music and struggle for a live-
lihood in the context of the
decline of agriculture.

“While the prize comes as
recoenition for a person who

opted for a career in writing,
it also sheds light on the lives
of the nagaswaram players,”
said Mr. Ramakrishnan, who
dropped his doctoral thesis
on William Faulkner to be-
come a full-time writer.

“It was a conscious deci-
sion. I could have ended up
as a college teacher if I had
completed my research. To-
day I am a well-known wri-
ter, but my family stood by
me during difficulties and I
could not have pursued a
writing career without their
support,” he said.

Sancharam talks about

-,
(e &

S. Ramakrishnan

the shattered dreams of na-
gaswaram player Pakkiri,
who wants to scale the
heights of music after learn-
ing about great musicians
and their music from his
father.

Karukurichi P. Arunacha-

lam, one of the greatest na-
gaswaram players, was born
in this land and his friend
and writer Ku. Alagirisamy
had written a memoir—Arun-
guna Selvan—about him.

Arunachalam started his
career in naiyandi melam-a
folk form of nagaswaram
music—but his talent was
spotted by T.N. Rajarathinam
Pillai, who agreed to take
him on as a disciple.

The association opened
new vistas in the world of
Carnatic music. He conti-
nues to remain a role model
for nagaswaram players in

south Tamil Nadu. In the no-
vel, Pakkiri and his senior in
the troupe, Rathinam, have
to be content with concerts
at marriages and temple fes-
tivals. They play classical
concerts as well as naiyandi
melam as they no longer har-
bour any illusions about the
lofty ideals they dreamt of
while learning the art. j

“It is only a source of sur-
vival? Mr, Ramakrishnan
had told The Hindu before
the release of the novel in
2014.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4
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